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PREFACE. 


PERHAPS  there  is  not  a  truer  Obferva- 
tion  in  the  Courfe  of  human  Affairs, 
than  that  of  the  beft  of  Men,  meeting  with 
the  worft  of  Treatment.  The  North  Ame¬ 
rican  Colonifts,  who  have  turned  a  Wilder- 
nefs  into  one  of  the  fineft  Countries  in  the 
World,  without  any  Expence  to  great 
Britain,  till  the  Reduction  of  Louisbourg 
1 745, verify  thisobfervation ;  they havebeen, 
and  now  are,  more  ferviceable  and  infinite¬ 
ly  more  valuable  to  the  Mother  Country, 
than  the  Weft  India  Colonies  ever  were, 
c  •  •  A  2  or 
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or  is  in  the  Power  of  Art  and  Nature  to  make 
them,  yet  have  the  Northern  Colonies, 
for  more  than  thirty  Years  been  deprived 
of  the  Benefits  or  their  natural  Produce  by 
Sea  and  Land,  their  Fi,fh,  Lumber,  &c.  6cc. 
&c.  purchafed  with  the  Blood  and  Treafure 
of  their  Anceftors,  of  whom,  and  of  whofe 
Defc  end  ants  it  may  with  Truth  be  faid,. 
what  with  Wars  with  the  Indians  before, 
and  fince  the  French  got  among  them,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Stratagems  of  their  own 
degenerate  Countrymen,  the  New -En¬ 
gland  Governments  have  hardly  faded  the 
Sweets  of  Peace  fince  they  firft  landed  on 
the  Savage  wilds  of  America;  which,  tho* 
fairly  purchafedof  the  Natives,  they  couldnot 
enjoy  beforetheyhad  fubduedfeven Nations. 
Thefe  Governments,  though  at  a  tlioufand: 
Leagues  diftance,  in  the  Wreck  of  Charters 
in  Charles  the  Second’s  Reign,  loft  their]#, 
notwithftanding  it  was  all  they  had  received 
from  the  Mother  Country,  for  all  their 
Expence  of  Labour,  Blood  and  Money,  and 
though  another  Charter  was  granted  by 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  it  is  fcarce 
the  Shadow  of  the  Fir  ft.  At  length  a  Scheme 
that  had  been  long  plotted  againft  their 
Charter,  was  fortunately  ffuftrated  in  1 7  2  j 
fey  the  indefatigable  Pains  of  the  ever  to  he 
admired  Mr  Dummer, their  then  Agent ;  inthq 
year  1 7  22, Governor  Shute,  left  the  Maftachu 
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lets  in  a  Miff,  after  he  had  informed  the 
Board  of  Trade,  “  that  the  Inhabitants  in 
“  some  Part  of  the  Province  worked  up 
tc  their  Wool,  and  flax,  and  made  coarle 
w  Sort  for  their  own  Ufe  ;  that  they  al  e* 
“  Manufactured  great  Part  of  their  Leather, 
“  that  there  were  alfoHattersintheMaritime 
Towns  ;  and  that  Six  Iron  Furnaces,  and 
“  Nineteen  forges  were  fet  up  for  making 
“  Iron.  Ini730,  Colonel  Dunbarr,  inform¬ 
ed  them  of  making  and  exporting  Halts, 
“  and  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  Difh- 
“  culty  he  was  able  to  procure  true  Infor- 
iC  mation  of  the  Trade,  and  Manufactures* 
“  of  New-England.  This,  he  lays  will 
appear  Extraordinary,  when  we  acquaint 
cc  your  Lordfhips,  that  the  Affemhly  of  the 
Majfuchujets  Bay,  had  the  Boldnefs  tofummon 
“  Mr  ‘Jeremiah  Dunbar  Deputy  Surveyor  of 
**  the  IVoods ,  before  them ,  and  pals  a  fever e 
“  Cenfure  upon  him  for  having  given  evidence 
c<  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with 
te  Ref  peel  to  the  Trade  and  Manufactures  of 
iC  the  Province.”  If  thefe  Informations  from 
Governor  Shute,  and  Colonel  Dunbar,  had 
not  been  inferted  in  the  Publick  Papers  fo¬ 
late  as  November  1764,  neither  the  Infor¬ 
mers,  nor  the  Weavers,  would  have  been 
here  mentioned  ;  but,  as  it  is  as  eafv  to 
fhew  their  infignificancy,  as  it  is  to  wink  at 
the  Quarter  they  came  from,  it  is  admitted, 

that 


/hi 


that  the  poor  Inhabitants  from  the  firfl 
Settlement  of  New-England  have  through 
Neceffity  been  obliged  to  cloath  themfelves 
with  a  Coarfe  Sort  rof  home  fpun  Manu¬ 
facture,  or  go  naked.  Hatters,  there  then 
were,  and  now  are  ;  and  yet  the  daily  ex¬ 
ports  of  vaft  Quantities  of  Hatts  from  this 
ngdom  to  the  Northern  Colonies,  fhew 


t  the  Colonifts  do  not  make  enough  to 
fupply  themfelves.  The  Twenty  Five  Iron 
Furnaces,  and  Forges,  complained  of  in 
1719,  were  increaled  to  double  that  Num¬ 
ber  in  the  Year  1751.  Perhaps  there  may 
be  an  Adminiftrator,  and  one  or  two  more 
in  the  Kingdom,  of  wrong  headed  Expe¬ 
rience,  that  in  order  to  curb  the  Colonies, 
who  might  predict  the  Formation  of  J’ome 
dreadful  Crilis  againft  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try,  though  fne  fhould  be  fully  fupplied 
with  Iron  from  the  Colonies,  in  return  for 
Britifh  Manufactures  confumed  by  them; 
and,  that  it  might  be  better  for  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  continue  to  pay  immenfe  Sums  an¬ 
nually  in  Cafh  to  Foreigners  for  what 
Iron  they  might  continue  to  Supply. 

The  Story  of  Mr  Jeremiah  Dunbar  can¬ 
not  he  painted  in  better  Colours  than  it  is 
by  Mr  Otis  in  his  Proof  of  the  Rights  of  the 
Colonies,  Page  54*  “  The  fcandalous  Me¬ 
lt  mo  rials  and  Depofitions,  that  have,  been 
“  fometiijaes  in  Days  of  old  piivately 

“  cooked 
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ei  cooked  up  in  an  Inquifitorial  Manner,  by 
t£  Perfonsot  bad  Minds,  and  wicked  Views,” 
fent  from  America  to  the  feveral  Boards,  but 
Infignificant  as  thei'e  pretty  Stories  are,  or 
bethought,  they  evidently  lliew  the  extreme 
Danger  of  Power  being  lodged  in  the  Hands 
of  lucli  People,  as  have  rifen  to  high  Life, 
from  a  low  Station. 

In  the  Year  1731,  the  Sugar  Colonifts 
combined  together,  and  petitioned  the 
Throne,  againft  the  pernicious  Trade,  (Ibch 
was  their  good  natured  Appellation)  carried 
on  from  the  Britifh  Northern  Colonies,  to 
the  Dutch  and  French  Colonies,  praying, 
that  the  Importation  of  foreign  Rum,  Sugar , 
and  Molajjes ;  might  not  be  permitted  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  or,  that  the  Sugar  IJlands  might  have 
the  like  Advantages  in  thofe  Branches  of  Com¬ 
merce,  with  the  Subjects  of  Foreign  Power « 
Accordingly  a  Bill  was  twice  brought  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  twice  pafTed,  and 
was  as  often  rejedted  by  the  Ploufe  of  Lords. 
The  Illanders  gave  it  up, as  they  pretended; 
their  Stratagem  fucceeded  ;  the  Agents  for 
the  Northern  Colonies  did  not  attend  the 
Houfe  of  Lords.  The  Bill  was  brought 
in  the  third  Time,  and  palled  both  Houles, 
when  many  of  the  leading  Members  were 
gone  to  their  Country  Seats! 

In  the  Year  1764,  a  Pamphlet,  entitled 
the  Adminihration  of  the  Colonies,  was 
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Printed,  and  a  very  fmall  Number  of  them 
Juki  at  the  Pamphlet  Shops.  This  Pamph¬ 
let,  is  evidently  calculated  to  introduce  die 
Duties  that  were  laft  Year  laid  on  the  Trade 
of  the  Colonies,  though  it  is  well  known 
they  have  from  their  iirft  Settlement  taxed 

tr* 

themle  Ives  for  the  civil  and  military  Support 

of  Government.  The  Officers  of  the  Cuf- 

• 

toms,  and  Surveyors  of  the  Woods  excepted,  • 
they  being  paid  by  the  Crown — The  No¬ 
tice  given  the  Government  of  Mafiachufets 
by  their  Agent,  touching  the  intended  Tax¬ 
ation,  feems  to  have  been  delignedly  dif- 
regared,  till  it  was  too  late  to  remonftratc 
again  ft  the  Prejudice  that  fuch  Duties 
would  be  to  the  Trade  of  the  Colonifts,  and 
■of  the  Mother  Country. 

in  December  laft,  foon  after  the  Proof 
of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies  by  James 
Otis, Eft];  was  reprinted  and  publifhed  here, 
a.  new  jet  of  Cuftomers  were  obferved  to 
attend  the  Coffee  Houfes  conncdled  with 
the  Colonies;  when  anything  was  men¬ 
tioned  relative  to  them,  or  the  above 
Pamphlets— -they  cautioully  condemned,  or 
approved  one  or  the  other — Mr  Otis,  they 
laid,  had  aiierted  many,  and  pointed  out  but 
few  Mi  flakes  in  the  Adminiffration  of  the 
Colonies:  Mr  Otis  was  a  fenfible  zealous  Ad¬ 
vocate-Some  good  Thoughts  he  has  allowed 
the  Adminiftrator,  though  he  agrees  but  one 
— Thefe  new  Cuffomers,  affeA  to  be  greatly 
concerned  for  the  Diftrels  of  the  Colonies, 
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that  a  Union  with  the  A/Iotlier  Country 
would  help  .them — that  the  Adminidration 
pi  the  Colonies  reprelent  the  Colonids  de- 
iervmg  of  every  Favour,  and  judly  entitled 
to  >all  the  Privileges  they  enjoy,  that,  if  the 
Author  has  now  and  then  introduced  aSpark 
■ot  refentment,  perhaps  he  may  have  been 
lowered  by  fome  of  the  Colonids- — that 
Padion  too  often  prevails  againfl  Reafon-— y 
that  all  mud  allow  his  Exhibition  to  be  a 
Work  of  much  Study  and  Application,  if* 
the  Author  has  been  a  Governor,  it  is  pro¬ 
vable  he  means  to  fhew  his  Importance  and 
obtain  another  Appointment  — —  the  fame 
Perfon  in  a  Rage  Anathematizes  him,  for  an 
odious  time-ferving,  jefuitical  Incendiary, 
that  his  Exhibition  of  the  Colonies,  oonfifls 
■ol  as  many  Suggefiions,  Allegations,  Inter¬ 
rogations,  and  Repetitions,  as  a  Bill  in 
Chancery — that  the  mold  arrant  new  Light 
in  the  Kingdom  would  have  been  afhamed 
of  fuch  a  prophetical  enthufiaftic  Scrole — 
that  he  has  fpoke  favourably  of  the  Merit 
and  Loyalty  of  the  Colonifls,  to  conceal  his 
Views  ;  which  manifeilly  tend  to  abridge, 
or  ruin  their  ConfHtution,  &:c.  Wherefore 
that  the  unwary  may  be  guarded  againfl 
the  Subtilty  of  thefe  Reptiles — That  Men 
ot  Bufinefs,  &c.  may  give  the  Attention 
that  the  Importance  of  the  Subject  deferves, 
and  that  they  may  examine  the  Arguments 
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on  both  8ides->-the  flriking  Parts  in  the 
Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies,  The  Proofs 
of  their  Rights,  by  Mr  Otis,  and  the  De^ 
fence  of  their  Charters,  by  Mr  Dummer  ; 
are  here  collected  and  brought  into  a  narr 
row  Compafs,  that  the  Reader  may  without 
too  great  an  Expence  of  time,  difcern  the 
unfavourable  Symptoms  and  bad  Tendency 
of  the  Innovations  propofed  by  the  unknown 
Adminiftraion  of  the  Colonies. 
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THE 


R  I  G  H 


O  F  T  H  E 


BRITISH  COLONIES 

CONSIDERED,  &o. 

ForForrfls  of  Government  let  Fools  cOntef!, 
Whate’er  is beft  adminifter’disbeft.  Pope. 

HAVING  carefully  and  candidly  ex¬ 
amined  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Colonies  by  comparing  one  Thing  with  ano¬ 
ther,  arid  the  whole  together,  with  Mr 
TDummer’s  Defence  of  the  New  England 
Charters,  printed  in  the  Year  1721,  and 
Rights  of  the  Britilh  Colonies  1764,  by 
Mr. Otis,  (both  iii  oppofition  to  the  new  Doc- 
rmes  of  the  Admimftrator)  it  fecms  to 

ex- 
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tremely  evident,  if  he  had  been,  as  he  de¬ 
clares  In  mil'll  to  be,  thoroughly  fenfible  of 
the  Danger  ol  Innovation  (though  hemight 
not  have  fhewn  fuch  Depth  of  Erudition), 
he  might  have  avoided  Perplexities,  and 
more  clearly  fhown  the  Benefits,  and  Im¬ 
portance  of  the  Colonies,  upon  their  con- 
ditutional  Rights  and  Privileges,  (fee  ad 
Sheet)  as  pointing  out  fuch  Impediments 
a?  might  be  thought  necefiary  to  be  removed. 
In  order  to  extend  their  Trade,  Navigation, 
and  Eifheries,  he  ought  to 'have  formed  fuch- 
PI  ans,  as  are  mofl  likely  to  promote  the 
growth  of  Hemp,  Flax,  Pot  Afh,  Deal,, 
and  various  other  valuable  Staples,  which 
do  not  interfere  with  thofe  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country— which  fhe  might  pay  the 
Colonift  for  with  the  Britifh  Manufactures 
inftead  of  Cafh  that  fhe  now  pays  to  Fo¬ 
reigners  for  thefe  Articles..  Such  a -Plan 

would  have  been  of  infinite  more  Concern 

* 

than  Prophecy,  Prediction,  or  Apprehenfion 
of  a  Crilis  which  is  not  in  the  Power  of  hu¬ 
man  J'ViJ'dom  to  oppofe  !  Upon  fuch  an  Hypo¬ 
thecs,  what  can  it  fgnify  to  mark  the  nafeent 
State  of  things  (A.  page  4)  which  is  not 
in  the  Power  of  hu  man  IVijdom  to  oppofe  ?  How 
then  is  it  poihble  without  a  fupernatural 
AlTiftance,  for  the  greated  Man  living,  to 
be  duiy  podefled,  and  actuated  by  the  Cri- 
iis  of  its  Events  (p.  5)  it  tnuft  be  confefied, 

this 
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tins  is  a  Point  above  the  Ken  of  common 
Men,  and  many  other  Doctrines  there  are 
in  the  Adminiftrators  Exhibition,  asabftrufe, 
and  hard  to  reconcile  !  That  the  Reader 
may  more  ealiiy  difcern  them,  inch  as  are 
molt  material  are  here  inferred.  Page  r, 
Adminiltrator  begs  leave  to  be  diftmclly 
underftood,  that  “  notwithftanding  it  be  a 
“  fundamental  JVfaxim  and  Law  in  every 
c‘  Kingdom  and  State,  that  the  Trade  of  its 
CC  refpedtive  Colonies  lhould  be  confined 
“  folely  to  the  Intercourfe  and  Commerce 
“  of  the  Mother  Country,  Such  is  the 
State y  and Juch  are  the  Circumflances  of  tbefe 
“  Colonies  univerfally,  that  without  an  abfolute, 
and  intire  Infraction  oj  this  Principal ,  they 
“  would  have  neither  any  Trade,,  nor  even  Sub- 
Jljlance  /  though  this  is  the  real  State  of  the 
Colonies,  yet  the  Adminiltrator  with  an 
Excefs  of  good  Nature  turns  Informer  againlt 
a  Trade  that  had  been  carried  on  from  the 
Colonies  in  Time  of  War,  directly  contrary 
to  thefe  Maxims;  (the Monti  Chrilti,  is  fup- 
po  fed  to  be  meant)  though  lcveral  'judg¬ 
ments  have  been  given  upon  Appeal,  at  the 
Cockpit,  in  Favour  of  it..  “  To  enable  the 
Britilh  Nations  to  profit  by  thefe  Circum- 
“  fiances  (p.  19)  it  is  necefliiry,  fays  the 
“  Adminihrator,  that  the  Adminiftration 
“  form  itfelf  at  Home  into  fuch  Eftablifh- 
nient  for.  the  Direction  of  their  In  tc  reds, 

“•  and; 
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and  Powers,  as  may  lead  them  in  their 
natural  Channel  tinder  due  Connections 
with  the  Government,  to  the  utmbft 
they  are  capable  of  producing  towards 
this  grand  Point  (if  by  this  Point  is  meant 
the  Inter efi  of  the  Mother  Country ,  there  is 
bar  d!y  aLolomf  that  will  not  fay  Amen  to  it  ^but 
cC  of  Plans  that  are  Vain  and  delufive,  they 
hope  whatever  Department  the  general 
Direction  may  be  under,  fuch  will  not  be 
puri ued  by  tllofe  who  are  to  difcufs  and 
regu  ate  the  great  Atlantick  American 
Trade, and  wdienever  it  is  thought  proj 
per,  it  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  as  the  Ad- 
miniftrator  fays)  it  mu /l  be  Sovereign  and 
Supreme  as  to  every  Thing  relating  to  it , 
(a  DoCtrine  this  as  fimillar  as  it  may  be  to 
Provincial  Mandates,  and  the  whole  Tenor 
of  thefe  Prophetick  Predictions— -and  pleaf- 
ing  as  it  may  be  to  the  grand  Turk  and 
the  French  King— it  muff,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  ever  will,  be  abhorrent  to  the  King 
of  Free  born  Subjects,  whole  Duty  ought 
to  lead  them  to  obtain,  as  the  Administrator 
has  juftly  advifed  “  a  thorough  Knowledge 
of  the  State  of  Manufactures,  Fifheries , 
Employment  of  the  Poor ,  promoting  the  La* 
hour  and  Riches  of  the  Country ,  by  fludying 
“  and  advifmg  every  Advantage  that  can  be 
made  of  every  Event  which  arijh  in  com * 
trier cial  Politics ,  every  Remedy  which  can 

“  re 
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“  remove  any  DefeSl ,  or  Obfruclion  officially 
"to  prepare  every  Provijion  or  Revijion  tie-, 
“  oeffary  in  the  Laws  of  Trade  for  the  Conffi- 
deration  of^  t  ar  it  ament  ^  and  to  be  the  Con— 
‘  ‘  dueler  of  fuel b  through  the  necefa  ryMeafure s , 
“  is  certainly  an  Office  of  State ,  if  the  Secre- 
“  tary  of  State  fi  called  is  (p.  18).  This  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  is  iix  different  ways  re- 
prefented,  which  if  the  Honour  of  his  Plan, 
had  not  been  given  to  Lord  Summers,  there 
is  not  a  Reader  of  it  could  have  helitated  a 
Moment  about  theFitnefs  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tor  for  this  important  Department  that 
leads  to  Suppolitions,  Repetitions,  Reports, 
Infhu&ions,  who  are  to  receive,  and  iffue 
Orders  ;  what  ought  to  be,  and  what  fome 
time  or  other  muft  be  done ;  “  for  till  an 
Qfhcer  /for  this  Department,  with  all  the 
Powers  neceflary  thereto  is  appointed  j 
the  People  of  the  Colonies  who  know  their 
“  Bufinefs  much  better  than  we  do ,  will  never 
believe  the  Government  in  earnefi  about 
them  (21).  Knowing  therefore  that 
“  firft  or  laft  the  Nature  of  the  King's 
Service  will  require  this  Appointment, 
»rter  repeated  Suppolitions  that  fome  time  or 
other  Matters  will  be  fettled  according  to 
his  amazing  Forefight  —  he  refolves  to 
proceed  confining  himfelf  folely  to  the 
Matters  of  the  Colonics — to  Review  lome 
Points  that  deferve,  and  will  require  the 
Consideration  of  Government.  New  Obie&s 

of 
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■of  Produce  and  Manufactures,  to  open  new 
Channels  of  Commerce,  for  the  Eale  and 
Affluence  of  her  Colonies,  who  have  been, 
now  are,. and  everwjfh  to  continue,  labour¬ 
ing  under,  and  for  the  Mother  Country, 
where  all  their  external  Profit  center—' This 
is  an  Inter  eft  dear  to  her,  and  as  the  Admi- 
niftrator  fays,  an  Objecft  that  defences  the 
beft  Care  and  Attention  of  Government; 
happy  would  it  have  been  for  the  poor  Co- 
Iomfts,  it  this  had  been  the  real  Sentiments 
ot  the  Author  of  the  Admin iftrat ion  of  the 
Colonies,  then  it  would  not  have  been 
loaded  with  Duties,  and  perplexed  with 
Inch  predicted  Mazes  as  is  therein  contained 
- — which  are  as  hard  to  unravel  as  it  is  to 


peduade  Mankind  they  were  wrote  with 
an  Intention  to  promote  the  Welfare  of  the 
Britifn  Empire,  if  it  had  been  fo,  as  the 
Author  agrees  with  Mr.  Dummer,  he  would 


have  formed  his  Plan  purfuant  to  his 
thoughts,  (p.  68,)  viz.  “  the  only  In- 
d  tereft  of  the  People  of  the  Colonies,  is 
es  to  thrive  and  flourifh  in  their  Trade, 
“  which  is  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Crown 
d  and  Nation  ;  becanfe  the  Nation  reap 
the  Profit  of  it,  and  in  p,  715,  the  Sum  of 
d  Mr.  Dummer’s  Argument  is,  that  the 


d  Benefit  which  Great  Britain  receives  from 
d  the  Plantations,  arifes  from  their  Com- 
“  merce”-- -and  great  they  are,  and  the 
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Ballance  Mall  be  found  fo,  after  -all  die 
neceflary  Charge  and  Expence  of  their 
Defence  is  deducted,  by  fuch  as  rightly  un¬ 
derhand  the  Benefits  and  would  purfue  the 
Welfare  of  the  Colonies — though  the  Ad- 
"miniftrator  fays,  it  has  often  been  fuggefted 
that  care  fliould  be  taken  in  the  Adminiftra- 
t;on  of  the  Plantations,  leaf!  in  fome  future 
Time  -thefe  v-olomes  fhould  bccorne  inde¬ 
pendent  ©f  the  Mother  Country.  But  Per¬ 
haps  it  tnay  be  proper  on  this  Occafion.  nay 
it  is  Juftice  to  fay  it,  that  lj  by  becoming  In- 
“  dependent  is  meant  a  Revolt,  nothing  is  further 
“from  their  Nature,  their  Inter  eft, tharThoughts, 
“  then  if  a  Defection  from  the  Alliance  of  the 
“  Mother  Country  be  fuggefted,  it  ouflot  to  be, 
and  can  truly  be  J, 'aid  that  their  Spirit  abhors 
the  Scnje  of Juch ,  their  Attachment  to  the  pro— 
tejlant  Succefjion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover, will 
“  ever  Jl and unjkaken:  and  nothing  caneradicate 
“  froth  their  Hearts  their  natural  almo ft  mecha- 
“  ’deal  A  ft  celt  on  to  Great  Britain,  which  they 
conceive  under  no  other  Senfe,  nor  call  by  any 
**  other  Name  than  that  of  home — the  Support 

“  of  the  Merchants  confuting  in  their  Alliance 

“  with  thoje  cf  Great  Britain  (page  26)  the 
Liberty  and  Religion  of  the  Colonifls  incompa¬ 
tible  with  French,  or  Spani/h  Government , 
f  Mnf  their  Knowledge  that  neither  the  Hope 
“  -of  Liberty,  or  Protection  can  be  expeBed 
“  *nfcr  the  Dutch-no  Circumjlances  of  Trade 

^  “  could 
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cc  could  tempt  them  thus  to  certain  Ruin— 
ce  Any  finch  Suggefiion  therefore  is  falfe,  and  an 
cc  unjujl  Afiperfion  on  their  Principles  and  Af- 
fe  Stick ;  and  can  arife  from  nothing  but  an 
c:  intire .  Ignorance  of  their  Car  cum  fiances  A 
This  being  the  general  and  real  Chara&er 
of  the  North  Americans— the  Reader  is  in- 
treated  maturely  to  confider  the  fubfequent 
Suggeftion,  and  reconcile  them  it  he  can 
with  the  Adminiftrator,  viz.  Yet  again 
on  the  other  hand ,  while  they  remain  under 
the  Support  and  Protection  of  the  Governor 
of  the  Mother  Country ,  while  they  profit  by 
the  beneficial  Part  of  its  Tfrade-—  while  their 
Attachment  to  the  pr efient  Royal  Family jl and s 
firm,  and  their  Alliance  with  the  Mot  he? 
Country  is  inviolable •*  — cc  It  may  be  woith 
cc  while  to  inquire  whether  they  may  not  be- 
ic  come  and  a6t  independent  of  the  Govern- 
**  ment  and  Laws  of  tile  Mother  Country  -- 

<c  and  if  any  fuch  Symptoms  may  be  found  eh 
cc  ther  in  the'irGovernment,  Courts  orTradc, 
cc  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  high  time,  even 
cc  now  to  enquire  how  far  tliele Colonies  are 
cc  or  are  not  arrived,  at  this  time,  at  an  In  e- 
cc  pendency  of  the  Government  of  the  f  '  o- 
..  (her  Country.  “  And  if  any  Me afire  ° 
.<  fuch  independency  firmed  igwffg**? 
“  unknown  to  the  Goner, mem  of 

Country  way found  to  he  Jo  weak, or  MrsM 
«  at  home;  or  fo  deeply  engaged  aM > 
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{‘  Europe ,  as  not  to  be  able  to  attend  to,  and 
“  ajj'ert  its  Rights  in  America  with  its  own 
“  People ,”  in  this  iniidious  Manner  the 
Adminiftrator  proceeds  from  Suggeftion, 
to  Suggefticn  of  what  may  happen  and 
what  muft,  concluding  the  Prelent  to  be 
the  only  Time  for  a  Revifal  or  Reverlion 
of  Charters,  and  turning  the  Colonies 
topfy  turvy,  there  being,  fays  the  Admi- 
nillrator,  “  no  doubt  in  the  Theory  of  our  Con- 
*  ‘  ftitution  of  the  King's  right  in  time  of  JVar 
“  and  array ,  toexercije  martial  Law  and  yet 
“  in  Practice  it  has  been  found  right(  and  could 
“  not  otherwife  be  permitted)  that  this  mar - 
“  tialLaw  fhould  be  confirtned  by  Parliament’ * 
(p.  30.)  In  anfwer  to  this  Turkiili  Barba^ 
rian  Dodtxine,  Mr  Otis  in  his  Proofs  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Briti fin  Colonies,  p.  75,  ob- 
ferves,  “  that  there  is  not  any  Danger  of  a 
‘  ‘  Revolt  even  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Author  of 
“  the  Adminiftration ,  but  that  the  Adminif- 
“  trator  apprehends  the  Colonies  will  by  Fraud 
“  or  Forces  avail  themfelves,  in  faff  or  indeed 
“  of  an  independent  Legifature,  which  would 
6<  be  revolting  with  a  Vengeance,  ll  hat  higher 
“  Revolt  can  there  be  than  for  a  Province  to 
affiime  the  Right  of  an  independent  Legifla- 
“  ture  or  State?  This  is  a  greater  Afpcrfwn  on 
“  the  Colonifts ,  than  to  charge  them  with  a 
<c  Defign  to  Revolt,  in  the  Senfe  in  which  the 
“  Gentlemen  allows  they  have  been  abufed:  It 
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“  is  a  more  artful  and  dangerous  way  of  at-- 
tacking  our  Liberties ,  than  to  charge  us- 
“  with  being  in  open  Rebellion ,  that  could  be- 
“  confuted  injtantly-i  but  this  feeming  indij erect 
<c  way  of  charging  the  Colonies  with  aDefire  off 
CL  throwing  off  their  Independency ,  requires 
cc  morePains  to  confute  it  than  the  other, there- 
“  fore  it  has  been.:  recurred,  to.  The  truth  is, 
c  e  Gentlemen  have  had  Departments  in  Amerr- 
cc  ca0  the  Functions  of;  which  they  have  not  becTtx 
fortunate  in  executing .  The  People  have 
£c  by  thefe  Means,  been  rendered  nneafy  at 
bad  provincial  Meafures.  They  have 
96  beer*  reprelented  as  Factious,  Seditious,,. 
c<  and  inclined  to  Democracy,  whenever 
they  have  reftifed pa  five  Obedience  to  provin- 
cut!  Mandates ,  as  Arbitrary  as  tlfofe  of  a 
Furkijh  Ba/haw.  J  fay ,  Provincial  Man - 
fc  dates 5  for  to  tile  King  and  Parliament  they/ 
have  been  fubmiflive  and  obedient,'’ 
{Otis,  p.  76.)  Notwithftanding  the  infidi- 
ous  Infinuafion  of  the  Adminifirator,  there- 
is  not  in  Nature  a  greater  ABfurdity  than- 
the  Supposition  of  a  Defire  of  Independency 
in  the  Colonies,  or  any  thing  more  Extras 
vagant  or  Irrational  than  fuch  a  Thought  ,• 
even  fuppofing  the  Mother  Country  to  look 
tamely  orr  a  Difpofition  of  that  Tendency,, 
the  Expence  of  which  would  be  infinitely 
more  than  the  whole  Colonies  could  bear. 
The  Power  of  the  Militia  by  the  Cha/ten; 

was 
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vyas  in  theHands  of  the  Government  fa-  that 
all  J  udges,  Juftices  and  Sheriffs  to  whom', 
the  Execution  of  the  Laws  is  intruded,,  are 
nominated  by  the  Governor  with  theAdvice 
of  Iris  Council  (by  the  refined  Adminiftra- 
tor  called  the  Governor’s  Council  of  State) 
and,  the  Governor  has  a.  Negative  upon, 
die  Choice  of  Councellors  peremptory  and 
unlimitted  :  not  being  obliged  to  render  a 
Reafon,  nor  reftrained  to  any.  Number. — * 
Dummer’s  Defence  of  the  Charter  Govern* 
ment  p.  51 ..  Mr  Qtis,  p.  49,  after  having 
expreffed.  the  Power  of  the  Britifh  Par¬ 
liament  in  very  ftrong  Terms.,  Says  it 
is  from  and  under  this  very  Power  and  its, 
acts,  and  from  the  common  Law,  that  the 
political  and  civil  Rights  of  the  Colonijls  are 
derived :  and  upon  thefe  grand  Pillars  of 
•  Liberty  fhall.  his  Defence  be  refted.’* 
(p.  50. )  The  Adminiftrator  having  recom¬ 
mended  the  Martial  Law.  as  moft  proper 
for  the  Government  of  the  Colonies— pro¬ 
ceeds  with  his  tampering  Activity  to  ihew 
what  is  neceffary  to  be  done  to  maintain  the. 
Subordination  of  the  Government  of  the 
Colonies  to  the  Government  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  (one  Inffance  to  the  contrary  let  him  if 
he  can  with  the  utmoft  ffretch  of  his  per¬ 
vading  Power  produce)  though  there  has 
not  been  as  yet  any  Occafion  for  the  Crown 
to  call-in  the  Power  of  the  Legillature  to.in- 
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terpofe  in  the  Cafe,  to  regulate  and  dejins 
their  Rights  and  Privileges  ;  to  eflablijh  and 
order  their  Adminijlration  j  and  to  diffect  the 
Channels  of  their  Commerce — “  ‘ Though  the 
Firft  of  thefe  Meafures  fhould  be  in 
ftricft  juftice,  the  Crown’s  right— yef  the 
Second  is  the  only  practicable  one :  and  al- 
though  the  fecond  as  fuch,  may  moft 
likely  be  adopted”  (A  3 1  )—Yct  the  third  is 
the  only  wife  and  Jure  Meafure.  What  Occa- 
iion  can  there  be  for  either  of  thefe  Efta- 
blifhments  after  more  than  one  hundred  and 
■fifty  Years  #xperience  of  unexampled  Loy¬ 
alty,  Peace  and  Quietnefs— therefore  the 
moft  naturallnferenee  that  can  be  made  isthis, 
that  any  Difputes,  that  have  happened,  have 
'be  en  occaiioned  by  the  I  nftrudtions  that 
have  been  given  the  feveral  Govern¬ 
ments  not  being  agreeable  to  their  va- 
■  rious  Charters,  Grants  and  Proprietaries, 
'  or  in  other  Words,  which  may  perhaps 
better  fuit  the  Temper  of  the  Adminiftrator 
—the  Inftrudlions  to  Governors  have  been 
too  Impotent  to  command  paftive  Obedience 
to  provincial  Mandates, which  haveincenced 
him  to  reprefent  Millions  of  his  Majefties 
loyal  Colonifts,  as  proper  Subjefts  of  Mi¬ 
litary  Government,  though  not  a  Man  of  them 
ever  permitted  a  rotten  Oat  to  pals  lor  a  found 
one  in  their  Lives  ;if  this  is  to  betheCafeof  the 
Colonies, where  is  the  Necelfity  to  order  its 
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Miniftry  to  lay  before  Parliament  the  Rights 
and  Powers  of  the  Crown  :  the  Rights ,  Privi¬ 
leges  and  claims  of  the  People,  with  a  general 
State  “  of  the  Colonies,  their  Intereft  and 
“  Operations,  as  related  to  the  Crown,  as 
related  to  the  Mother  Country,  her 
“  Laws  and  Government  to  foreign  Pow- 
“  ers  and  Intereft,  pointing  out  feme  ge- 
“  neral  Plan  of  Government  fudicatory,  Re - 
venue ,  and  Commerce,  (as  hinted  in  the  be- 
“  ginning  of  the  Adminiftrator)  (3  2)  leading 
to  the  Repetition  of  Repetitions,  of  Governors 
InflruBions ,  Martial  Law,  &c.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
fo  that  for  every  Power,  every  Movement, 
(even  forFire,Air  and  Water,he  fhouldhave 
faid)  the  People  will  depend  on  the  Go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain  and  be  guarded 
againfl  forming  any  Principle  of  Coherence 
with  each  other,  or  of  confpiring  amongjl  them- 
f elves ;  was  there  ever  fuch  an  infidious. 
Rhapfody  !  fuch  an  Inundation  ot  Abufe  ! 
of  the  very  People  !  that  from  Page  24  to 
26  were  the  moft  deferving,  dutiiul  and 
loyal  ;  but  he  is  like  Hainan,  whole  Malice 
nothing  but  the  Deftrubtion  o't  diejewscould 
fatiate  ;  fo  nothing  will  appeafe  the  Wrath 
of  this  inexorable  Adminiftrat  >r,but  theRuin 
of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Colonies  (A. p.  3  4) 
“  a  Conjlitution  that  in  his  own  Words  is  now 
cc  under  the  be  ft  Form,  the  bejl  Frame  and 
“  Difpo/ition  of  the  Government  of  the  Mo~ 
1  .  •  “  then 
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f&r  Country,  and  that  there  cannot  be  •* 
MeaJ'ure  than  to  keep  them  all  in  the 
fr  ee  and  jull  PoJfeJJion  cf  their  fevered  Rights 
‘  W  Privileges,  as  by  Grant,  Charter  \r 
“  Commijjwn  given  and  in  .the  full  Exercife 
thereof,  fo  far  and  no  farther ,  than  as  de¬ 
rived  therefrom,  which  is  all  that  the  Co¬ 
lonies  ever  defired,  and  all  that  they  now 
plead  for  (35).  Then  follow  “  Repetition 
“  of  Repetitions  of  Trader  Guftoms,  Union, 
tc  Communion  and  Subordination  to  the 
Mother  Country,  leading  to  the  two 
great  Points,  which  the  Colomfls  labour 
to  eilablifh,  4 he  Exercife  of  their  Rights  and 
Privileges,  as  founded  in  the  Rights  of  an  Eu- 
gUjhman :  and  Secondly,  what  they  fuppofe  to 
be  a  neceffary  Me  a  jure  in  fubordinate  Govern * 
merit,  the  keeping  in  their  own  Hands  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  the  Revenue,  and  the  Pay  of  the  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Government  as  a  Security  for  their 
Conduct  towards  them  (36)  under  the  Fir  ft  Head 
come  all  the  Dijputes  about  the  King’s  Infrac¬ 
tions  and  the  Governor's  Power  (3 7).  The 
4‘  King’s  CommiiTion  to  the  Governor,  its 
“  Power,  Direction,  Inftru&ion  and  further 
“  Powers,  Inftrudtions  and  Authorities ;  the 
v  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  People  as 
Englifhmen,  turned  and  overturned  by 
“  the  Adminiflrator  (3 cf)  to  make  the  Peo- 
“  pie  infill:  upon  a  full,  free,  independant, 

“  unreftrained  Povvcr  and  legillative  Will 
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in  their  feveral  Corporations,  and  under 
the  King’s  Commiftion  and  their  refpec- 
^  five.  Charters,”  (39).  Mr.  Otis,  in  his 
Proot  of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonies,  page 
7-5  lays  it  is  a  Mi  take  in  this  Author  to 
bring  fo  heavy  a  Charge  as  High  T reafon 
againlt  fome  ot  the  Colonifts, which  he  does 
in  Effect  in  this  Place  (p-  39.)  by  repre- 
Jenting  them  as  “  claiming  in  jail  the  fame 
“ full ,  free ,  independent ,  and  unrejlrained 
“  Power  and  legijlative  Will  in  their  fever  at 
“  Corporations  and  under  the  Kings  Commif- 
“  fan,  and  their  refpettive  Charters ,  as  the 
“  Government  and  Legiflature  of  Great  Britain 
‘c  hold  by  its  Conjlitution  and  under  the  great 
“  Charter .  A  1o  fuch  Claim  was  ever  thought 
of  by  any  of  the  Colonifts ,  they  are  all  better 
Men  and  better  Subjects  •  and  many  of 
“  them  too  well  verfed  in  the  laws  of  na¬ 
ture  and  of  Nations ,  and  the  Laws  and 
Conjlitution  of  Great  Britain ,  to  think  they 
have  any  right  to  more  than  a  provincial  fab- 
“  ordinate  Legifative  (37).  The  Adminif- 
“  trator  (p.  42)  waving  the  Doubts  which 
the  Colonifts  might  raife,  efpecially  in  the 
Charter  Colonies,  and  not  determining 
in  what  Points  the  Governor  ought  or 
ought  not  to  be  reftrained  from  giving 
h  s  AfTent  in  Cafes  contrary  only  to  In- 
ftrudti'ons  and  not  to  the  Laws  of  Great 
“  Britain,  let  the  Adminiftration  confider 
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“  the  Effects  of  thisMeafure  in  Cafes  where 
“  Bills  ottered  are  fo  widely  different  as  to 
“  the  Mode,  that  no  Agreement  can  ever 
“  be  come  to;  is  the  Government  and  Admi- 
“  nijiration  oj  the  Government  oj  the  Colonies 
“  to  be  fuj pended?  artful  as  this  Inlinua- 
“  tion  is,  the  Adminiffrator  will  be  puzzled 
to  point  out  any  other  Infiances  ol  this  Na¬ 
ture,  fince  the  Difpute  with  Governor  An¬ 
drews,  except  that  with  Governor  Shute, 
touching  his  Right  to  put  a  Negative  upon 
the  Speaker,  and  that  with  Governor  Bur- 
nit,  touching  the  Settlement  ol  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  Salary.  The  firff  has  been  long  iince 
fettled  by  the  Government,  and  the  Latter 
has  not  been  complained  ol  lince  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  Governor  Belcher’s  Adminiftra- 
tion  ;  lb  that  there  was  no  Occaiion  lor 
the  Adminiffrator  to  rack  his  Invention,  to 
teaze  the  Mother  Country  with  imaginary 
Ills,  and  difguft  the  Inhabitants  of  fo  large 
a  Continent,  by  turning  Informer  againff 
them,  upon  Points  that  do  not  affe<R  the 
Crown,  or  the  Servants  of  it,  io  as  to  oc- 
calion  any  Complaint,  as  to  the  Manner  of 
providing  for  the  Support  ol  Government, 
As  toall  the  executive  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
the  Adminiffrator  declares  that  the  Freedom 
and  Prefervation  ot  the  Conftitution  reejune, 
that  they  Jhould  be  independent  of  the  Legtfia- 
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x'6  where  theLegiflature  itfelf ,  is  much  influenced 
<c  by  the  Humours  and  Paffions  of  the  People, 
(4.5,46  j Who, to  their  immortal  Honour, have 
maintained  theChara&er  given  them  by  the 
Administrator,  p.  26,  in  refilling  to  fix  the 
Governor’s  Salary  :  that  theLegiflature  may 
not  depend  upon  the  Governor  for  his  Ap¬ 
pointments;  but  that  he  may  depend  upon  the 
foegiflature,  for  an  honourable  Support,  the 
Truth  and  Fitnefs  of  the  Administrator’s 
Principle  in  the  Britifh  Con  hi  tut  ion  is  al¬ 
lowed,  where  the  executive  Power  of  the 
Crown  is  immediately  adminiftred  by  the 
King’s  Majeffy  ;  but  it  widely  differs  when 
it  is  adminiftered  by  his  Majeffy’s  Gover¬ 
nors,  where  there  is  no  other  Me  a  jure  left  the 
People  to  prevent  the  Mi  [application  of  public 
Money  by  neceflit:us  and  rapacious  Governors ,  as 
in  facl^  fry  large  Experience  they  have  found  they 
have  no  natural ,  although  they  have  a  political 
Connection  with  the  Country,  as  thefe  Rea- 
16  ns  are  almoft  the  fame  with  thofe  given 
in  Mr  Dummer's  prudent  and  fpirited  De¬ 
fence  of  the  New  England  Colonies;  (p.24 
of  the  Adminiffration  of  the  Colonies)  and 
as  the  Adminiftrator,  page  47,  has  but 
llightly  mentioned  the  Milapplication  of 
Monies  raifed  in  the  Colonies  for  the  Sup¬ 
port  of  the  Government,  it  is  hoped  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  the  above  mentioned  fpirited  De- 
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fence  of  the  Charters  will  not  be  though1 
unfeafonable  in  this  Place.  “  That  Go- 
“  vernors  are  apt  to  abufe  their  Power, 
“  and  grow  Rich  by  Oppreftion,  Experi- 
“  ence  lhows  us.  We  have  ieen,  not 
“  many  Years  fince,  fome  Governors  feized 
“  by  their  injured  People,  and  fent  Prifon- 
“  ers  to  White-Hall,  there  to  anfwer  for 
“  their  Offences  ;  others  have  fallen  Vic- 
“  tims  on  the  Spot,  not  to  the  Fury  of  Fac¬ 
tion  or  a  Rabble,  but  to  the  Refentmcnt 
“  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  People,  riling 
“  as  one  Man,  (as  in  one  of  the  Weft  In- 
<c  dian  Ifiands,  not  many  Years  fince)  to 
,£  revenge  their  Wrongs.  Others,  after 
“  being  recalled  have  been  proiecuted  at 
C£  the  King’s  Bench  Bar,  purfuant  to  an  A<ft 
“  of  Parliament  made  in  the  Reign  of  the 
“  late  KingWiliiam ;  whereby  it  is  provided, 
“  that  Governors  fhall  be  impleadable  at 
“.home  for  any  Injuries  done  in  their  Go- 
“  vernments  Abroad.  We  have  had  more 
“  than  one  Inftanceof  this  very  lately, where 
Governors  have  been  convicted,  and 
cenfured,  not  fo  properly  for  oppref- 
“  ling  as  for  direct  plundering  the  People; 
“  and  fuch  other  Abts  of  Miftule  and  law- 
ci  lefs  Power,  as  one  would  not  have 
“  thought  it  pofliblethey  Ihould  have  com- 
“•  mined,  if  Experience  had  not  fhowm  it 
“  to  be  more  than  pofiibie  (Defence  p.  -jo) 

“  Indeed 
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“  Indeed  it  can  hardly  be  expected,  but 
“  Corruptions  ffluft  happen,  when  one 

“  Confiders  that  few  Gentlemen  will  crofs 

*  »  '* 

<c  the  Seas  for  a'  Government,  whoje  Cir- 
*c  cumfances  are  not  fomewhai  emb'arraffed  at 
cc  home  ;  efpecialiy  as  they  know  by  how 
c<  llight  and  uncertain  a  Tenure  they  hold 
ic  their  CommifTibns ;  from  whence  they 
“  wifely  conclude  that  no  time  is  to  be  loft; 

and  as  to  the  Account  to  be  rendered  at 
cc  home,  that  is  not  thought  of  at  fo  great 
a  difhmce,  for  Procul  a  Jove,  Procul  a 
ic  Fulmine.  To  enlarge  then  the  Power  of 
<  c  Governors ,  is  to  give  them  greater  Power  to 
<c  cpprejs  ;  and  to  vacate  the  Charters,  is  to  en¬ 
large  their  Power ,  the  Government  in  that 
Cafe  •  of  Courfe  devolving  upon  them;  as 
we  fee  in  tliofe  Plantations  that  never  had 
“  any  Charters,  but  are  immediately  de- 
cc  pendent  on  the  Crown,  in  which  they  have 
^  in  a  manner  the  intire  legislative  and  cxgcu- 
five  Powers ,  or  at  Icaft  jo  great  an  Influence 
on  the  Conflitucnt  Parts  cj  the  Former ,  as 
leaves  them  little  more  than  nominal  Shares , 

" c  Jerving  rather  as  Screens  to  the  Governor 
fc'  than  a  Defence  to  the  People  !  The  Militia 
is  abflolutely  vejled  in  the  Governors ,  which 
iC  influences  all  Elections  cf  Rcprefentatives  : 
They  appoint  Judges ,  Sheriffs ,  and  other 
civil  Officers  with  the  Confent ,  it  is  / aid  in¬ 
deed ,  of  the  Council ;  but  that  fuch  Confent 

“  voi¬ 
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€c  voluntarily  or  involuntary  will  ever  be  dif - 
“  regarded ,  feems  too  much  to  be  feared,  if 
c<  we  conlider,  that  although  the  Gover- 
lc  nors  do  not  indeed  appoint  the  Council 
yet  they  recommend  proper  Pcrfons  to 
<c  theKing  ;  and  it  may  be  iuppofed,  that 
“  a  Gentleman  who  is  intrufted  with  the 
“  chief  Command  of  a  Province,  and  is  ac¬ 
tually  on  the  Spot,  will  be  thought  capa** 
<c  ble  oi  judging  beft  and  therefore  his  Re- 
<c  commendation  will  always  prevail.  Be- 
cc  iides  if  there  be  a  turn  to  ferve,  or  an 
Emergency  real  or  imaginary,  and  am  of 
the  Members  [hould  be  fo  refractory  as  not  to 
<c  give  into  his  Me  afar  es  with  an  implicit  Faith , 
“  the  Governor  can  fa f pend  as  many  of  them  as 
c:  he  pleajes  ;  and  when  he  has  reduced  the 
“Board  under  a  Number  Unfitted -in  his 
Inftrudlions,  he  can  then  fill  it  up  to  that 
c  Number  inilantly  with  whom  he  pleafes, 
cc  and  who  will  they  be,  may  we  prefume, 
but  Inch  as  are  paliively  obedient  to  his 
“  will  ?  and  too  many  fuch  there  are  to  be  found 
in  all  Colonies  fo  conjtituted ,  who  are  content 
to  be  fadled  them/ elves ,  provided  thex  max  ride 
others  under  the  chief  Rider.  I  mull:  farther 
“  obferve,  that  where  there  are  Courts  ol 
Equity  eftablifhed,  in  which  the  Gover- 
<c  nor  is  always  Chancellor,  and  for  the  moll: 
y  nart  Chief  Juifice,  and  Ordinary  at  the 
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4‘  and  Liberties  of  the  Inhabitants,  laving 
“  the  Liberty  of  Appeal  at  home,  intirely 
“  in  his  difpofal,  and  even  an  .Appeal  in 
“  all  Cafes  under  a  conliderable  Sum, 
“  the  Ordinary  jurifdidtion,  and  in  all  Cafes 
“  Capital,  is  either  difallow’d  by  his  Inftruc- 
“  tions,  or  it  is  wholly  in  the  Governor’s 

“  Bread:  to  allow  or  not.  The  Sum  and  Sub- 

%> 

“  Jiance  of  my  Argument  is  this,  that  the  Benefit 
“  which  Great  Britain  receives  from  the  Plan- 
‘  ‘  tat  ions,  arifes  from  their  Commerce  :  That 
“  Opprejfion  is  the  moji  eppojite  Thing  in  the 
“  World  to  Commerce  and  the  moji  dijiruSlive 
‘ c  Enemy  it  can  have :  That  Governors  have  in 
'  '  all  times  and  all  Countries, been  much  inclined 
“  to  opprefs  :  And  confequenly  it  cannot  be  the 
' '  inter eji  of  the  Nation  to  mcreafe  their  Power, 
“  and  leffen  the  Liberties  of  the  People.  Iam 
“  fo  Sanguine  in  this  Opinion  thatlrcally  think 
£‘  it  would  be  for  the  Service  of  the  Crown  and 
‘ '  Nation  to  incorporate  thofeGovernments  which 
“  have  no  Charters,  rather  than  Disfranchife 
“  thofe  that  have  them,  page  69  to  73,  Mr. 
Dunamer’s  defence  of  the  Colonies  ryai. 

Mr.  Otis,  in  his  Proof  of  the  Rights  of  the 
“  Britifh  Colonies,  page  80.  alks  why  is  the 
‘‘  temporary  Support  found  fault  with  ?  would 
“  it  be  wiie  togiveaGovernoraSalaryforalonger 
“  time  than  his  political  Life  ?  as  this  is  quite 
“  as  uncertain  as  his  natural,  it  has  been 
“  granted  annuallvj  fo  that  everyGovernor  has 
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“  the  Chance  of  one  Year’s  Salary  even  after 
“  he  is  dead,  and  it  may  be  added,  after  he 
is  Superfcded,  or  after  he  quits  Government. 
TheGovernor’sSalary  being  granted  fromMay 
to  May  Seffion,  Governor  Belcher  was  8u- 
perfeded  injuly  or  at  theBeginning  of  Auguft; 
Governor  Shirly  left  the  Province  in  Auguft 
or  September,  and  Governor  Pownal  was  not 
three  Years  in  the  Adminiftration,  yet  was  he 
Paid  three  Years  Salary — To  mention  but  one 
inftance  or  two  more  touching  theCondudi  of 
Governors — Mr.  Dummer  in  his  Defence 
of  the  Colonies,  page  39  to  44  after  reciting 
the  Advantages  cf  Charter  Governments — 
“  Shews  how  they  fared  in  an  evil  reign,when 
“  they  loft  their  Charters.  Then  the  Govern- 
“  or  of  NewEngland  with  four  or  fiveStrang- 
‘c  ers  of  hisCouncils,Men  of  defperate  fortunes 
<c  and  of  bad,  if  any,  Principles,  made  what 
“  Laws  and  levied  what  Taxes  they  plcaled 
<c  on  the  People.  They, without  an  Aifembly 
<c  raifed  aPenny  in  the  Pound  on  all  the  E, fates 
fe  in  the  Country,  and  another  Penny  on  all  im- 
*  f  ported  Goods,  be  (ides  Twenty  Pence  per  Head, 
“  as  Poll  Money,  and  an  immoderate  Excife 
on  Wines,  Rum,  and  other  Liquors  •,  Several 
“  worthy Perfons,  having  in  an  humble  Addrefs 
Rcprefented  this  Proceeding  as  a  Grievance, 
“  were  committed  to  the  common  Goal  for  a  High 
M  Mi [demeanor ,  deny  d  the  Bene  fit  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Adi,  try  d  tut  of  their  own  Country ; 
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jincd  tx ot bitdfit ly  end oblig  dto  pny  j  fool j'ot* 
•when  the  Profecution  would  hardly  have  coil 
them  fo  many  Shillings  in  Great  Britain  ;  and 
to  comp  teat  theOpprefjhrn ,  when  they  upon  their 
Trial  claimed  the  Privileges  cf  Englijhmen , 
they  were  Scoffingly  told,  Thsfe  things  would 
<£  not  follow  them  to  the  ends  of  Earth,  Un- 
“  natural  Infult  !  Mull  tire  brave  Adven¬ 
turer,  who,  with  the  Hazard  ot  his  Life 
“  and  Fortune,  feeks  out  new  Climates  to- 
“  enrich  his  Mother  Country,  be  denied 
thofe  common  Rights  which  his  Country¬ 
men  enjoy  at  Home  inEafe  and  Indolence? 
“  Is  he  to  be  made  miferable  and  a  Slave  by 
his  own  Acquifition,  is  the  labourer  alone 
unworthy  his  Hire,  and  fhall  they  only 
Reap  who  have  neither  Sow’d  or  Planted? 
MonftrousAbfurdity!  Horrid  inverted  orderl 
Thele  Proceedings,  however  Arbitrary  and 
oppreflive,  were  but  the  Prelude :  The 
Cataftrophe  was,  if  poffible,  yet  more 
Difmal.  Having  invaded  their  Liberties,  by 
an  eafy  Tranfition,  the  next  Attack  was 
diredly  on  their  Properties  :  Their  Title 
to  their  Lands  was  abfolutely  deny’d  by  the 
Governor  and  his  Creatures ;  upon  two 
Pretences:  one  that  their  Conveyances  were 
not  according  to  the  Law  of  England  ;  the 
“  other,  that  if  they  might  be  thought  to  have 
had  fomething  like  a  Title  formerly,  yet  it 
n°vv  ceafed  by  the  Revocation  of  their 
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fC  Charters.  So  that  they  who  had  fairly  pur- 
“  chas’d  their  Lands  and  held  them  in  quiet 
Poffefilon  for  above  fifty  Years,  were  now 
“  obliged  to  accept  new  Deeds  from  the  Go- 
«  vernor,  and  pay  for  them  a  third  of  their 
«  Value, in  order  to  afcertain  theirTitle,other- 
“  wife  they  would  be  feized  by  the  Crown/'’ 
(41)  befides  thefe  Infiances  of  Rapacity,  it  is 
well  known  by  many  in  thisKingdom,  in  what 
manner  a  certain  Governor  haralied  the 
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General  Aftembly  of  the  Maffachufet; 
vince,  with  Adjournments  from  the  Court 
Hoitfe  in  Bcfion  to  Salem,  Cambridge,  fee, 
Until  Heaven  in  Pity  to  their  difirefl'es  was 
pleafed  to  remove  the  Author  of  them. 

Mr  Dummer’s  Defence  of  the  Charter 
Governments  having  been  approved  by 
former  Mimfters,  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  by 
thofe  who  now  are,  and  ail  who  flva.il  heie- 
after  a61  in  the  fame  Capacity  :  and  tnat  ttic 
Charter  liberties,  obnoxious  as  fome  pre¬ 
tend  they  are,  it  is  hoped  they  will 
be  perpetuated  as  Bars  againlb  the  Rapacity 
of  fuch  ambitious  rl  y rants  and  Goveinois, 
who  5y  Mifreprefentations  and-  whatever 
other  Means  they  can  deviie,  ilvalr  attempt 
to  fubvert  and  abridge  the  Liberties  of  the 
Colonifts  to  extend  their  own  Power,  though 
the  moft  incenced  of  them  never  fhowed 
fuch  Malice  as  the  Adminiftration  of  the 
Colonies,  where  the  moft  infiduous  Rever- 
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lion  of  the  Scepter  is  fuggefted  by  the  De¬ 
pendency  of  the  Governor  appointed  by  the 
Crown  on  the  Legalature  of  the  Colonies  for 
their  Salaries. 

As  to  the  abfohite  Neceffity  for  paffingan 
for  the  Extent  of  the  Englifh  Laws,  and 
the  Court's  ordaining  a  general  fet  ot  Rules 
of  the  Practice-- Mr  Dummer  in  his  De¬ 
fence  of  the  New  England  Charters,  fays, 
page  iC  that  thefe  Governments  fo  far 
£v  from  having  retrenched  theLiberty  of  the 
£C  Subject,  have  improved  it  in  fomc  impor- 
*£  tant  Articles  which  the  Circumllances  of 
“  Great  Britain  perhaps  do  not  require,  or 
<c  will  not  eafily  admit— To  mention  afew — 
cc  There  has  been  from  the  Beginning  an 
££  Office  erected  by  Law  in  every  Country, 
<£  where  all  Conveyances  of  Land  are  en- 
t£  tered  at  large,  after  the  Granters  have 
€<  firft  acknowledged  them  before  a  Juftice 
££  of  Peace  :  by  which  Means  much  Fraud 
£t  is  prevented:  no  Perfon  being  able  to  lell 

JT  o 

“  his  Eftate  twice,  or  take  up  more  Money 
“  upon  it  than  it  is  worth.  Provifion  has 
like  wife  been  made  for  the  Security  of 
the  Life  and  Property  of  the  Subject  in 
the  Matter  of  juries,  who  are  not  re¬ 
turned  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  but 
are  chofen  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
“  Town,  a  convenient  Time  before  the  fit- 
“  tine  of  the  Courts  :  and  this  Election  is 
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under  the  mod  exaft  Regulation,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  Corruption,  fo  far  as  hu. 
man  Prudence  can  do  it— Red  refs  in  their 
Courts  of  Law,  is  eajy ,  quick  and  cheap. 
All  Procefles  are  in  Englilh,  and  no  fpe- 
cial  Pleadings  or  Demurrers  are  admitted, 
but  the  general  Iflue  is  always  given,  and 
fpecial  Matters  brought  in  Evidence ; 
which  faves  Time  and  Expence,  and  in 
this  Cafe,  a  Man  is  not  liable  to  loofe  his 
Eftate  for  a  Defect  in  form,  nor  is  the 
Merit  of  the  Caufe  made  to  Depend  on 
the  Niceties  of  Clerkffiip.  By  a.  Law  of 
the  Country,  no  Writ  may  be  abated  for 
a  circumftantial  Error,  fuch  as  a  flight 
Mifnomer  or  any  Informality  ;  and  by 
another  Law,  it  is  enabled,  that  every 
Attorney  taking;  out  a  Writ  from  the 

J  el 

Cle  rk’s  Office,  ffiall  Indorfe  his  Sirname 
upon  it,  and  be  liable  to  pay  to  the  ad- 
verfe  Party,  his  Cofls  and  Charges  in 
Cafe  of  Non-Profecution  or  Difcontinu- 
ance,  or  that  the  Plant  iff  be  non-fuited, 
or  Judgment  pafs  againft  him  ;  and  it  is 
provided  in  the  lame  Act,  that  if  the 
Planliff  ffiall  fufrer  a  non-luit  by  the  At- 
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torney  millaying;  the  AcStion,  he  ffiall  be 
obliged  to  draw  a  new  Writ  without  a 
Fee,  in  cafe  the  Plantin'  ffiall  fee  lit  to 
revive  the  Suit — I  cannot  but  think  that 
every  Body,  except  Gentlemen  of  the 
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o  long  Robe,  and  the  Attornies,  will  think 
this  a  whclefome  Law,  and  well  calcu- 
“  lated  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Subject.  For 
the  quicker  Difpatch  of  Caufes,  Decla- 
“  rations  are  made  part  of  the  Writ,  in 
“  which  theCafe  is  fully  and  particularly  fet 
“forth.  If  it  be  matter  of  Account,  the 
“  Account  is  annexed  to  the  Writ,  and  Co- 
£C  pies  of  both  left  with  the  Defendant ; 
<<  which  being  done  fourteen  Days  before 
“  the  fetting  of  the  Court,  he  is  obliged  to 
“  plead  directly,  and  the  Iftues  then  tried, 
“  whereas  by  the  Pradlice  of  the  Court  of 
“  King’s  Bench,  three  or  four  Months 
“  time  is  often  loft  after  the  Writ  is  ferved, 
“  before  the  Caufe  can  be  brought  to  an  II- 
“  fue. — Nor  are  the  People  of  New  England 
‘ ;  oppreffied  with  infinite  Delays  and  Expence , 
“  that  attend  the  Proceedings  in  Chancery , 
“  where  both  Parties  are  often  ruined  by  the 
“  Charge  and  length  of  the  Smt.  But  as  in 
“  all  other  Countries,  England  only  ex- 
“  cepted,  jus  be  AFquum,  are  held  the 
“  fame,  and  never  divided  :  a  Power  of 
“  Chancery  being  vefted  in  the  judges  of 
“  the  Courts  of  Common  Law,  as  to  fome 
<{  particular  Cafes  (more  efpecially  if  con> 
“  pared  with  the  Cheapnefs  and  Difpatch 
“  of  Law  in  the  Colonies— the  Dearnefs 
“  and  Delays  of  Law  in  our  Mother  Coun- 
“  try)  and  they  make  equitable  Conftruc- 
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tions  in  others.  I  muff  add,  that  the 
cc  Fees  of  Officers  of  all  Sorts  are  fettled  by 
cc  Adis  of  Affembly  at  moderate  Prices,  for 
the  Eafc  of  the  Subjedt.  It  were  eafy 
cc  to  mention  other  Articles,  but  that  I  per- 
fuade  myfelf,  it  is  needlefs.  The  Charter 
cc  Governments  are  celebrated  for  their  excel - 
cc  lent  Laws  and  mild  Adminijlration  \  for  the 
£C  Security  of  Liberty  and  Property ;  for  the 
£C  Encouragement  of  Virtue,  and  Suppref- 
<c  fion  of  Vice,  for  the  promoting  Letters  by 
c*  erediing  Free  Schools  and  Colleges:  and, 
in  one  Word,  for  every  thing  that  can 
iC  make  a  People  happy  and  profperous,” 
(39)Dummer’s  Defence  of  the  Charter  Go¬ 
vernments. 

The  Adminiftrator,  page  54  and  55,  in 
his  very  polite  Charge  of  the  Ignorance  of 
judges,  fays,  £c  it  will  be  ho  Difhonour 
cc  to  many  Gentleman  fitting  on  the  Benches 
*c  of  the  Courts  of  Law  in  the  Colonies,  to 
fay  they  are  not,  and  cannot  be  expected 
<c  to  be  Lawyers  or  learned  in  the  Law  ; 
(why  could  lie  not  have  faid  in  plain 
Englilh,  that  they  are  not  qualified)  Air 
Otis,  in  his  Proof  of  the  Rights  of  the 

3  o 


Colonies,  with  great  Propriety  fays  (p. 79.) 
“  if  this  be  tliQ  Cafe,  that  the  Judges 
(except  thofe  of  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
“  Connecticut)  are  appointed  by  the  Crown 
u  and  by  the  King's  G  rumor,  it  is  the  Mi  A 
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fortune,  not  the  Fault  of  the  Icoplc, 
had  the  Adminiftrator  been  endued  with 
one  Spark  of  good  IMaturc,  he  would  ha\c 
made  honourable  mention  of  the  Judges, 
that  he  knew  to  be  univerfally  reveied 
lor  their  fupenorICnowledge  in  thcLaw,and 
irreproachable  Adminiftration  ot  Jufticc, 
or,  had  he  meant  to  reform,  or  inform,  and 
not  to  inflame,  he  would  have  made  a 
proper  Diftindtion  between  the  infenoi 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  fuperior 
Court  of  Judicature,  the  inferior,  according 
to  the  prefent  Mode,  being  of  fo  little  Con- 
fequence,  is  barely  any  thing  moi  e  than  a 
paffage  to  the  Superior,  and  confequently 
doth  not  require  Judges  of  great  Eminence 
in  the  Law,  as  points  of  Law,  are  feldom 
or  ever  argued  there  :  and  if,  as  has  been 
hinted,  the  Adminiftrator  has  been  a  Go- 
vernor  in  one  ot  the  Provinces,  it  is  not  any 
great  honour  to  his  Adminiftration,  to  have 
negledled  Reformations,  fo  glaringly  ne- 
cefl'ary,  as  to  merit  fuch  fevere  Animadver- 
fions  as  he  has  made  on  the  Judges  and  the 
Laws,  that  have  been  juftly  celebrated  for 
their  Excellence. — ' I  he  Compliment  paid 
the  Adminiftrator,  by  Mr  Otis,  of  fome 
good  Thoughts  in  the  Adminiftration  of  tnc 
Colonies,  poftibly  might  be  intended  of 
fuch  as  the  Adminiftrator  colleifted  from 
Mr  Dummer's  Defence  of  the  Charter  Go-x 
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vemmcnts,  wlilcli  he  has  tortured  without' 
Metcy,  page  57.  Adminiftrator  asks,  “  how 
hr de  the  Crown,  when  oppofed  to  the 
“  Spirit  of  Democracy,  or  to  the  Paffions  of 
€C  r^e  Populace,  has  to  expert  of  that  Sup- 
“  port,  Maintenance,  and  Guardianfhip, 
<c  which  the  Courts  are  even  by  the  Confti- 
tution  fuppoied  to  hold  for  the  Crown 
though  this  Queftion  has  been  noticed  by 
l  lr  Otis,  it  may  not  be  Unfeafonable  to  ob~ 
ferve,  that  the  Judges  in  the  Charter  Colo¬ 
nies  being  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with 
Advice  of  the  Council,  have  been  con- 
trouled  by  fome  wicked  Governors ;  and 
though  tiie  Judges  are  Guardians  ot  all  that 
is  dear  to  Man,  and  ought  of  all  Men  to  be 
the  moft  Independent,  yet  if  the  Aflertion 
of  the  Adminiftrator  be  true,  and  Judges 
have  been  influenced  by  the  Leaders  of  a 
Party  to  unfair  Practice  in  the  Colony 
Courts— -a  Monger  Reafon  could  not  be 
given  for  keeping  them  Dependant  until 
they  are  otherwiie  appointed.  ' 

The  Adminiftrator’s  Infinuation  of  the 
Difficulty,  and  Imprartibility  of  convicting 
y  rion  of  a  Violation  of  the  Laws  of 
Trade,  defer ves  to  be  treated  with  the  ut- 
moft  Contempt.  The  Temper,  and  Spirit 
of  the  Adminiftrationof  the  Colonies,  is  too 
glaringly  again!  them  to  admit  a  Doubt 
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that  if  he  could  he  would  have  produced 
fomething  more  Staple  than  his  own  Affer- 
tion  to  countenance  his  levere  Suggeflion  j 
but  as  it  appears  by  his  own  Quotation  that 
he  has  read  the  prudent  fpirited  Defence  of  the 
Charter  Colonies,  by  Mr  Dummer,  it  is  highly 
Probable  he  rdight  thereby  have  been  led  to  his 
Infinuation,  by  a  fimilar  Complaint,  where 
it  is  faid,  in  the  42d  page  of  that  Pamphlet, 
“  that  thefe  Complaints  were  for  the  moft 
“  Part  of  an  old  Date,”  and  when  the  Bills 
,c  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  produced 
“  from  the  Files  of  the  Plantation  Board, 
“  whither  they  had  been  tranfmitted  in  for- 
tc  mer  Reigns,  when  Cuftom  Houfe  Officers 
in  the  Plantations  were  fuch  great  Rarities, 
“  that  one  Collector  ferved  four  Provinces 
“  And  can  it  be  thought  ftrange,  that  Mer- 
“  chants,  whofe  Bufinefs  is  Gain,  fhould 
“  have  fometimes,  for  lucre,  tranfgrelfed  the 
“  Adds  of  Trade  ;  when  there  were  no  Offi- 
“  cers  to  fee  them  duly  obferved  ?  The  Cafe 
“  is  vaftly  different  now;  Officers  of  the  Re- 
<c  venue  are  multiplied,  and  are  fo  extremely 
,c  rigorous,  that  inftead  of  their  Complaining 
“  of  unfair  Traders,  the  Merchants  on  the 
“  other  hand  complain  of  the  Oppreffion  of 
St  the  Officers.  1  have  J'een,  Jays  Mr  Dummer , 

“  an  Account  of  fuch  intolerable  liar df hips  im± 

' c  pcfed  on  fair  well  meaning  'Traders  under  Co- 
lour  of  law ,  that  one  would  hardly  give 
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credit  to  the  leaft  of  the  Articles  if  the 
whole  had  not  been  delivered  publickly  in 
an  Afi'embly  of  one  of  the  Provinces  by  a 
worthy  Member,  and  afterwards  printed 
with  his  Name  to  it,  with  this  melancholy 
Conclulion,  That  the  Cujlom  houfe  Officers 
had  by  their  ‘violent  Practice,  either  feized.  or 
driven  away  all  the  efjels  belonging  to  that 
part  of  the  Country-,  lb  that  they  had  no 
Sloops  left  to  carry  their  produce  to  Market 
in  the  adjacent  Colonies. — He  then  takes 
Notice  of  a  late  Complaint  by  the  Surveyor 
general  of  North  America  and  the  Col¬ 
lector  of  New  London,  againft  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  drawn  up  in  very  fevere 
terms,  which  reprefents  them  as  fetting  the 
Laws  of  T rade  and  Navigation  at  Defame. 
Whereas  in  truth  and  in  fact,  the  Inftances 
they  produced  of  fuch  Defiance,  were  clear 
Proofs  of -that  Colony  s  Endeavours  to  fupport 
the  Laws  of  Trade  and  their  own  Traffic-,  and 
on  the  contrary,  what  the  Cufiom  houfe 
Officers  infilled  on  was  manifeftly  fubver- 
five  of  both  and  could  ferve  no  other  end 
but  enhancing  the  Collectors  own  Fees 
(Defence  44  and  again  46).  If  it  v/eie 
true  that  fome  Perfons  now  and  then  did 
concern  themlelves  in  an  illegal  Xiade, 
can  it  be  thought  juft  or  reafonable  that 
the  whole  Community  fhould  fuft'er  for 

their  private  Faults-*— No  Body  will  fay  that 
*  '  "  “  the 
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e:  the  Adts  of  Trade  are  perfedly  obferved  in 
“  the  Provinces  immediately  under  the  Crown, 
or  in  Great  Britain  itfelf,  there  being  no  Sea 
“  Port  orCorporation  in  theKingdom,  wherein 
“  there  are  not  at  feme  time  or  other  contra- 
“  band  Goods  imported,  or  other  Goods 
“  clandeftinely  run  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
“  King’s  Duties.  In  the  Port  of  London, great 
“  Abufes  are  daily  committed  in  fpite  of  the 
,c  utmoft  Vigilance  to  prevent  them,  the 
“  Fraud  of  relanding  Callicoes,  &c.  after 
“  pretended  Exportation,  &c.  is  notorious  ; 
<c  and  yet  who  ever  uled  this  as  an  Argument 
to  disfranchife  this  ancient  Corporation  ?  if 
“  the  Grievances  complained  of  were  not  an- 
“  tiquated  Stories  but  fubfifted  at  this  time; 
<;c  if  they  were  fairly  reprefented;  and  laftly, 
“  if  it  were  equitable  that  the  Crimes  of  Per- 
“  Tons  in  a  private  Capacity  thould  be  ex- 
piated  by  the  public,  no  Conclufion  could 
t--  then  be  drawn  from  thefe  premifes,  pre- 
£!  judicial  to  the  Charters,  becaufe  the  dillol- 
“  ving  them  would  be  no  Remedy  in  any 
c‘  Sort  :  the  Reafon  of  which  is  plain,  for 
C£  not  only  the  Infpedion  of  Trade,  but  the 
“  Profecution,  Trial  and  Punilliment  of  every 
‘•£  Offender  would  reft  in  the  fame  hands,  and 
“  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  Manner  as  before 
^48)  the  Adminiftrator  however  has  taken  up 
a  page  or  two,  to  fhew,  that  where  there  is 
a  Court  of  Equity  it  is  avoided  as  much  as 

F  2  pofilble  ; 


(  44  ) 

poflible ;  fo  that  it  is  almoft  wholly  in  dif- 
ufej  where  is  then  theAdvantage  of  this  Court 
of  Chancery,  or  indeed  where  could  there  be 
any  Advantage  in  it, even  in  theAuthor’s  own 
“  Opinion,  who  had  declared  he  always  confi- 
“  dered  the  Government’s  taking  theOffice  of 
cc  Chancellor,  as  a  Cafe  labouring  with  in- 
<c  explicable  Difficulties  ?”  But  this  is  not  in- 
finuated  to  be  quite  fo  bad  as  the  Pradtice  of 
petitioning  the  legillative  Courts  to  interpofe 
their  Authority,  beyond  what  Courts  of 
Chancery  ever  attempted  to  decree.  —  This  i& 
a  Charge  of  nothing  lefs  than  injuftice  againft 
the  Legiflature  in  the  Government  where 
it  has  been  pradtifed.  The  Charge  of  Iny 
iuftice  might  have  been  fpared,  though  the 
pradtice  ought  not  to  be  continued  ;  as  it 
appears  repugnant  to  the  Statute  of  l  Henry 
the  Fourth  recited  page  59.  the  Adminiftra- 
tor’s  Cenfure  on  the  Provifion  in  the  Char¬ 
ters  of  Appeals  to  the  King  m  Council  from 
the  Courts  of  law  in  the  Colonies,  if  »it  has 
rot  too  ftrong  a  tindture  ot  indecency, 
is  certainly  fevere  enough,  where  he  fays 
it  is  inapplicable  to  the  Modes  of  the 
EnM  the  Difficulty  and  Inefficiency  of 

the  Redrefs  on  account  of  the  King  in 
Council  never  being  by  the  Conffitution  in 
any  other  Cafe,  between  Sufcjedt  and  Sub- 
ieft,  formed  as  fuch  a  Court  of  Appeal,  1 
fcarce  ever,  in  the  temporary  and  occasional 
Sittings  looks  like  fuch  a  Court  j  but  is^ra- 
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-ther  accidentally  or  particularly  then  officii 
ally  attended.  This  however  is  but  one  of 
many  inftances  of  the .  all-fearching  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  Adminiftrator.  This  Liberty  of 
Appeal  to  the  King  in  Council  is,  and  al¬ 
ways  has  been  efteemed  a  Mark  of  Roy¬ 
al  Favour,  and  appears  with  fuperb  Luftre 
and  Dignity  to  the  poor  abufed  envied  Colo- 
nifts,  as  often  as  they  accidentally  or  occafi- 
onally  attend  this  Auguft  Tribunal.  Thefe 
general  Apprehenlions  and  Reafoning,  page 
60,  the  Adminiilrator  fays,  have  led  many 
knowing  and  dilpaflionate  Men  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies  into  a  Conviction  of  the  Necefiity  of 
fome  eftablifhed  conftitutional  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peal,  page  6 o  to  62.  “  There  are  Gentlemen 

“  on  this  Side  the  Water ,  who  feeing  the  JDe- 
“  feels  of  thfs  Me  afire  as  to  a  Court  of  Ap- 
“  peal-,  and  not  feeing  the  Nece/jity  of  a  Court 
“  of  Chancery  at  all,  as  there  is  nothing  con- 
“  trary  to  the  fundamentals  of  Law,  that 
“  their  Courts  already  eftablifsed  foould  equi- 
“  tize,  think  that  in/lead  of  cfablijhing  any 
<!  new  Courts  of  Chancery — it  would  be  very 
“  proper  to  abolifo  even  tbofe  already  eflablifh - 
“  ed,  and  extend  the  Power  which  the  Law 
“  Courts  take  in  determining  upon  Bonds,  &cc. 
u  by  empowering  them  to  decree  in  Equity,  and 
“  after  that,  to  take  fuch  Mea fures,  as  may 
■c  befl  efiahlijh  a  fixed  and  conjiitutional  Court 
'of  Appeal  here  in  England.  It  is  thought, 

a  bet- 
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•a  better  Court  of  Appeal,  than  that  which  is 
already  eftablifhed  in  the  King  and  Council, 
cannot  be  formed  unlels  it  be  by  extending  the 
Power  ot  the  Judges  to  Pointsin  Equity,  which 
will  be  much  better  than  putting  theColonies 
to  the  Expence  of  a  new  Court  of  Chancery. 
-And  it  is  thought  the  Practice  of  the  Courts 
in  feme  ot  the  Colonies  may  be  altered,  fi>  as 
to  make  them  much  eafier,  quick  and  cheap. 
Suppofe  in  order  to  make  the  Judges  of  the 
hi  peri  or  Court  in  the  Maflachufets  and  all 
the  Colonies  as  independent  as  the  Judges  are 
at  home,  inftead  of  their  being  appointed  by 
tile  Governour  with  the  Confent  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  their  Appointment  lhould  be,  by  the 
Governor  with  the  Confent  of  the  Council,- 
and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ;  and  their  Sa¬ 
laries  fhould  be  fettled  equal  to  their  Dignity 
aid  Importance.  Suppofe  the  Number  thould 
he  reduced  to  three  inftead  of  there  being 
five,  as  there  now  are  ;  and  that  the  Chief 
Judge  had  8oo,  and  the  others  600/.  lawful 
Money  per  annum ,  there  can  be  no  doubt- 
hut  fuch  a  Regulation  would  tempt  People  of 
Fortune  to  put  themfelves  to  the  Expence  of 
qualifying  themfelves  for  fuch  high  Stations. 
The  following  Regulations  in  the  Law  Pro¬ 
ceedings  or  tome  others  may  be  adopted  more 
for  the  Eafe  of  the  Judges  and  the  Parties 
than  the  prefent  Mode  of  Practice .  That 
the  Power  of  the  Judges  now  limited  to  the 

Chancery 
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Chancery  of  Bonds,  Mortgages,  &c.  fhould 
extend  to  all  Caufes  whatfoever,  referving  on- 
ly  the  Liberty  of  Appeal  to  the  King  ia 
Council. 

Now  inftead  of  committing  the  Caufe  to 
the  Jury,  without  Proof  or  Argument,  at  the 
Inferior  Court  according  to  the  prefent  Mode 
of  Practice,  it  ought  to  be  fully  heard  and 
tried,  and  no  Evidence  admitted  at  the  Trib¬ 
al  of  Appeal  that  was  not  examined  at  the 
firft  Trial,  unlefs  the  Party  declares  upon 
Oath  he  could  not  obtain  it.  And  to  prevent 
vexatious  Litigation,  if  the  Judgment  of  the 
lower  Court  fhould  not  be  confirmed,  and 
increafed  at  that  above,  the  Appellant  ought 
then  to  pay  double  Coft,  and  double  Inter- 
eft  ;  one  half  of  which  fhould  be  applied  to 
the  publick  Fund  ;  tire  fame  fhould  be  paid 
in  Appeals  from  Judgments  by  Default, 
which,  though  a  Practice,  not  altogether 
confiftent  with  equity,  yet  as  it  has  prevailed 
Time  immemorial,  may  be  continued,  but 
fubjedted  as  above  for  the  publick  Emo¬ 
lument.  Adtions  of  Review  fhould  reft  in 
thePower  of  the  fuperior  Judges,  andif  upon 
their  being  granted,  and  the  Caufe  tried,  the 
Plaintiff  fhould  not  recover  more  than  he 
recovered  upon  the  Appeal,  he  ought  in  this 
Caufe  to  pay  treble  Coft  and  treble  Inter  eft, 
one  half  to  be  applied  as  above.  Some  fitch 
Preforms  as  thefe  undertaken  and  approved 

bv 
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by  Gentlemen  learned  in  the  law,  might  pro¬ 
bably  be  of  fuch  public  Utility  as  to  prevent 
any  future  Complaints  whatever. 

In  the  Year  1721,  Mr  Bummer,  in  his  De¬ 
fence  of  the  C Harter  Governments,  makes 
the  Outfets  of  the  firft  Settlers  of  the  Maffa- 
chufet’s  Province,  Two  Hundred  Thoufand 
I  ounds  Sterling,  and  notwithftanding  the  in¬ 
finite  Hardships  and  Difkfters  they  had  met 
with,  the  Exports  of  that  Angle  Province 
to  the  Mother  Country  according  to  the 
Computation  of  the  Merchants  was  at  that 
Time  Three  Hundred  Thouiand  Pounds 
Sterling  per  annum ,  befides  the  Benefits  of 
their  Supplies  to  the  Weft- Indies,  their  Navi¬ 
gation,  Fifheries,  Nurfery,  and  Supj)lies  of 
Sailors  to  the  Navy. — he  fays.  New  England 
had  defended  itfelf  from  the  Beginning  with¬ 
out  being  burthenfome  to  the  Crown,  though 
not  without  great  Struggles  and  Difficulties 
to  themfelves,  for  after  they  had  fubdued 
many  Nations  the  Frontiers  were  cruelly  har- 
raffed  by  other  Tribes,  animated  and  aflifted 
by  the  French  at  Canada,  who  gave  the 
Maffachujets  but  few,  and  thofe  fhort  inter¬ 
vals  of  peace;  and  notwithftanding  this, 
that  Government  was  never  wanting  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  King’s  Subjects  within  their  Jurif- 
didtion.  Six  or  Seven  Hundred  Troops  at  a 
Time  were  kept  to  cover  the  Barrier-line, 

Forta 
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t  orts  were  built  wherever  they  were  thought 
neceffary,  whereby  their  own  Frontiers  and 
the  King’s  Government  of  New  Hampflfire 
were  preierv’d.  “  The  Maffachufets  equally 
“  folicitous  to  protedl  their  Inhabitants  by 
“  Sea  and  Land,  kept  their  Militia  well 
“  trained  and  difciplined.  Bofion  the  Capital 
“  was  fortified  with  two  Batteries  to  the  Sea, 
and  about  a  League  from  the  Towri 
45  with  a  beautiful  ftrong  Cable*  by  far  the 
finefi:  Piece  of  military  Architecture  in  the 
B?  itifh  America.  In  fhort  nothing  that 
could  be  done  for  the  Defence  of  the  Sub- 
jedt  by  Sea,  or  Land,  has  been  left  undone, 
fo  that  it  is  really  aftonifhing  to  think  that 
“  little  Government  (hould  be  able  by  its 
“  own  Strength,  and  at  its  own  Charge,  to 
perform  fuch  great  Things  j  they  have  dif- 
“  cover  d  a  noble  Zeal  to  enlarge  the  Britijh 
Empire,  by  undertaking  feveral  chargeable 
“  Expeditions  againft  the  ftrongeft  French 
“  Settlements  in  America.  And  in  1690 
they  fubdued  Port  Royal ,  and  made  them- 
felves  Mafters  ot  the  Place  with  all  the 
Country  of  Acadia ,  which  was  given  up 
“  jo  the  French  at  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick. 

i  he  fame  Year  they  fitted  out  thirty-two 
*'  Sail  of  Vellels  and  Tenders,  having  on  board 
“  Two  Thoufand  Men,  to  go  again  ft  &Ue- 
‘  ?S!: a  little  Army  of  a  Thoufand 
h  \  and  Fifteen  Hunured  Indians  were 
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cc  ordered  to  march  by  Land  agai  n  ft  Mont  R  evaf, 
£t  thefe  Expeditions  by  aCarnp  Feverj&fc.  were 
cc  unluccefsfi.il,  and  colt  the  Province  the 
“  Lives  of  above  a  Thoufand  Men  that  were 
“  Fathers,  Mailers  and  Servants,  (intitled  to 
cc  little  Fortunes,  which  were  thought  fuffi- 
4C  cient  for  a  comfortable  Subfiftance)  be- 
ikies  One  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand 
“  Pounds  in  Money.  This  Misfortune,  by 
tc  the  wife  Conduit  of  the  Governments,  and 
“  the  Induftry  of  the  People,  was  fo  well  re- 
“  paired  in  lefs  than  Twenty  Years,  that  they 
{c  form’d  another  Expedition  againft  Canada, 
tc  but  not  thinking  they  were  ftrong  enough, 
lt  made  an  unfuccefsful ‘Attempt  againft  Port 
“  Royal-,  not  difeouraged  by  this  Repetition 
“  of  Misfortunes,  as  loon  as  Queen  Ann  fig- 
tf  nified  her  Royal  Intention  to  reduce  Cana- 
“  da,  and  required  them  to  provide  their 
“  Quota  of  Troops,  they  made  ample  Provi- 
fion  for  it  >  and  though  the  Court  altered 
il  their  IVIeafures,  ar.d  did  not  fee  meet  to 
**  proceed  in  their  Delign,  the  Colonies  were 
“  put  to  near  the  fame  Charge  as  if  they  had. 
“  The  next  Year,  they  rais’d  a  Body  of  Troops 
“  again  commanded  by  General  hncolfon,  with 
“  five  Hundred  Auxiliaries  from  home,  made 
<£  another  Defcent  upon  Port  Royal,  and  fub- 
“  dued  it.  For  ' which  Service  they  were  pro v 
“  mi  fed  by  her  then  Majefly  con/iderable  Ad- 
ct  vantages  its  refpeci  of  frade  and  pijhery, .  to 
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e-c  which  it  is  not  doubted  but  a  juft  Regard  will 
‘  ‘  be  paid ,  when  Nova  Scotia  is  brought  under  a 
“  Civil  Government.  Prefently  after,  when  the 

0 

“  great  unfortunate  Expedition  againft  Cana - 
“  da  under  General  Hill  and  Admiral  Walker 
“  took  Place,  they  furniilvd  more  than  the 
Mota  affign’d  them,  and  provided  all  Ne- 
!  ceiiaries  for  the  Britijh  Troops  with  fuch 
animated  Zeal  that  could  hardly  be  thought 
“  poffible.  Thefe  {North  American)  Govern- 
“  ments  have  affifted  and  reliev’d  the  mold: 
“  diftant  of  his  Mdefty’s  Hands,  and  the  re- 
“  moteft  Settlements  on  the  Continent  when 
in  Diftrefs,  upon  no  other  Inducement, 
than  that  of  being  their  Fellow-Subjcdls. 

“  When  in  the  Year  1703  'Jamaica  was 
“  in  Fear  of  an  Invalion,  and  delired  fome 
“  Help  the  Mafjachufefs  Government  fent 
“  two  Companies  under  Colonel  Walton  and 
“  Captain  Lawrence,  that  ferved  Two  Years, 


cc 
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“  fome  times  onShore  and  at  other  Times 
“  as  Marines  on  board  the  Men  of  War, 
“  and  very  few  out  of  Two  Hundred  ever 
“  returned  to  their  native  Country.  In 
“  1705,  when  Nevis  was  p'undered  anti  ru- 
“  ined  by  Ibberville ,  the  MaJJachufets  chari- 
“.tabiy  and  of  their  own  Accord  raifed 
“  Two  Thoufand  Pounds  for  their  Relief ; 
‘‘  •which  they  lent  in  two  Veffels  for  their 
“  Subfiftence  in  Provifions,  and  Materials 
“  .for  building  Houfes,  Mills,  &c. 


“  When 
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cc  _When  Carolina  was  engaged  in  War 
cc  with  the  Spanifh  Indians,  and  wanted 
”  Arms  and  Ammunition,  they  were  fup- 
plied  with  both  from  Bodon  ;  upon  the 
£c  whole,  what  a  vad  Fund  of  Merit  have 
cc  the  Charter  Government,  raifed  to  them- 
M  felves  from  a  long  Series  of  Faithful  and 
et  Heroic  Services,  nay,  fo  much,  that  Mr 
Dummer  could  not  but  wifh,  that  his 
£  Majedy  and  Minidry  had  leifure  from 
'  their  Important|Affairs  of  the  Nation  to 
c*  confider  their  Merit— and  then  indead  of 
‘  depriving  them  of  their  prefent  Privileges, 

'  they  would  continue  them  for  ever  ;  and 
if  there  were  room  for  it,  add  as  many 
ce  more,  p.  34. 

In  1740,  The  New  England  Govern-, 
ments,  upon  Requifition  from  the  Minidry, 
fent  a  thoufand  Men  to  join  the  King’s 
Troops  at  Jamaica,  on  an  Expedition  againd 
the  Spanifh  Settlements  in  the  Wed  Indies, 
of  which  number  there  were  not  above 
twenty  Officers  and  Men  that  lived  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Mew'-England. — In  1744,  Annapo¬ 
lis  Royal,  twice  beheged  by  the  French, 
was  relieved  by  the  Madachulets  Govern-r 
ment,  the  Garrifon  fupplied  with  Men,  and 
Stores,  and  the  Place  defended  with  Ships, 
&c.  againd  the  Enemy— In  j  745,  -  Louis- 
bourg  was  taken  by  the  New  England  Forces, 
In  1746,  as  foon  as  his  Majedy’s  Intension 

of 
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of  411  Expedition  againft  Crown  Point  was 
known,  and  long  before  there  was  an  Inti¬ 
mation  of  a  Reirnlxiriement  of  the  Money 
expended  on  the  Louisbourg  Expedition, 
the  Maifachufets  railed,  and  made  Provifion 
for  three  thoufand  Men,  and  though  that 
Expedition  was  laid  afide,  it  put  the  Pro¬ 
vince  to  forty  odd  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling 
Ex  pence,  more  than  ever  were  reimburfed 
to  them,  though  it  would  have  been  repaid 
by  the  Mother  Country,  if  a  certain  G  -  -  r 
had  not  then  had  fome  confiderable  Depen¬ 
dencies  to  fettle  for  himfelf.— In  the  late 
War  with  France  and  Spain,  the  Colonies 
in  general,  and  the  Maflachufets  Province  in 
particular,  in  their  Supplies  of  Soldiers,  Sai¬ 
lors,  &c.  tec.  fo  far  exceeded  the  mod: 
fanguine  Eype&afion  of  the  Mother  Country, 
that  every  friend  to  this  happy, enviedNation 
was  of  “the  fameOpinion  with  the  Author  of 
“  the  Adminidration  of  the  Colonies,  p.  24. 
“  That  the  Peopl  e,who  through  fuch  various 
HarddripSjDifadersand  Disappointments; 
“  inch  Difficulties,  and  almoft  ruinous  Ex- 
“  pences,  & c.  have  fettled  a  fine  Country, 
“  that  has  greatly  encreafed  the  Strength 
c{  and  Riches  of  Great  Britain,  merit  every 
“  Protection,  Grace,  Encouragement  and 
“  Privilege  that  are  in  her  Power  to  grant— 
therefore  an  Enlargement  of  the  Privileges, 
granted  to  the  fird  Settlers  of  that  invalua¬ 
ble 
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ble  Country,  with  every  Indulgence  to  their 
Descendants,  as  a  Reward  for  their  Emi- 
ceitt  Services,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
made- -rtnd  at  the  dole  of  tlie  War,  1o  great 
was  the  Zeal  of  tlie  Britifh  Inhabitants  for 
the  Colonifts,  that  it  is  thought  the  Author  of 
fuch  a  Pamphlet  as  that  of  the  Adminsilra— 
tion  of  the  Colonies,  would  have  been 
treated  with  the  utmoft  Contempt  and  Indig¬ 
nity- -But  Jnftead  of  loading  the  Author 
or  that  infidious  Pamphlet  with  Execrations-; 
fare  Coionifes  have  breathed  nothing  but  the 

isroif  dutiful  andhumbleRemonflrancesupon 
their  conftitutional  Rights,  with  Supplica¬ 
tions  and  Interceflions  for  an  Exemption 
from  Revenues,  Ramp  Duties  and  Excifc. 
And  furely  a  People  might  claim  fuch  In¬ 
dulgence  who  have  been  racked  and  tore  to 
Pieces,  and  by  a  cruel  feven  Years 
War  reduced  to  fuch  Indigence,  Debts  and 
Difficulties,  as  are  not  to  be  felt  by  an  in- 
xorabie  me  reliefs  Adminiftrator,  who  is 
fuppoled  to  have  feen  and  heard  the  Cries 
and  Groans  of  many  ruined  Widows,  help- 
Iftfs  Orphans, and childlefs  Parents,  die  Re- 
col  ledion  of  a  Scene  fo  afFefting  as  this,  one 
would  have  thought  might  have  diverted 
the  Auihor  from  enforcing  fuch  Mea- 
whicli  in  page  76,  he  declares  be- 
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tides  44  the  Difficulties  refpe&ing  the  Right* 

“  of  the  Crown,  which  may  attend  this- 
“  Scheme,  it  is  a  Point  that  ought  very  de- 
«’  liberately  to  be  weighed.  How  far  even 
“  the  iupreme  Government  of  the  hdothcr 
•<  Country  can  confidently  with  geneial 
“  Liberty  proceed  in  laying  Taxes  on  its 
4C  Colonies,  where  the  confent  of  the  Peo- 
‘c  pie  cannot  be  in  any  conftitutional  Way 
44  taken” — he  goes  on  further  and  fays, 
“  That  on  the  Excife  and  Stamp  Duty  Reve- 
44  nue,  a  Point  will  arife  to  doubt  how  far 
“  thefe  Colonies,  who  for  the  Neceftities  of 
44  Government,  and  the  Emergencies  of  Ser- 
’4  vice,  have  already  by  their  proper  Powers, 
44  laid  thefe  Duties  on  the  People,  and 
44  granted  the  Revenue,  arifing  therefrom 
•4  to  the  Crown,  how  far  thefe  Colonies  may 
44  not  be  fuppofed  to  have  precluded  any  A6t 
“  of  Adminiftration  here  on  thefe  heads.” 
Thefe  Doubts  ought  to  have  been  refolved 
before  Publication  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Colonies,  but  if  the  Opinion  of  the  At¬ 
torney  and  Solicitor  General,  abfolutely 
againft  a  Queftion  fimilar  to  the  former,  in 
the  year  1731  or  1732,  will  fatisfy  the  Ad- 

niiniftralor’scuriofityjhernayfinditatthetrea' 

fury.  Another  Inconfiftancy  inhisTreaufe 


is,  “  the  Author’s  Apprehenlions  of  the 
“  dangerous  Conlequences,  if  there  be  in 
“  Time  of  Peace  in  the  civil  Governors, 
“and  other  Officers  of. the  Crown,  the 
“  leaft  Subordination  to  the  military  Com- 
“  mander  in  chief;  it  may,  fays  the  Au- 
“  thor,  p.  65.  be  found  a  dangerous  Thiftg 
“  to  have  given  fo  much  of  the  civil  Pow- 
“  er  out  of  the  King’s  Hands,  and  to  have 
“  done  fo  little  to  maintain  thofe  into 

“  whole  Hands  it  is  entrusted.  Thefe  dan- 

■!%  '•»*  ’  » 

“  gerous  Confequences  are  repugnant  to 
“  the  Adminiftrator’s  parliamentary  Con- 
“  firmation  of  military  Power,  even  if  there 
“  was  fo  much  as  a  Doubt  of  the  Right  of 
“  the  Crown  to  govern  the  Colonies  as 
“  Domains,  p.  30.  that  he  knew  feveral  of 
“  them  were  inverted  with  Charter  Rights.” 

Mr,  Otis,  in  his  Proof  of  the  Rights  of 
the  Colonies,  p.  78,  obferves,  it  may  be 
worth  noting,  “  that  few,  if  any  Inftances 
“  can  be  given  where  Colonies  have  been 
“  difpofed  to  forfake  or  difobey  a  tender 
“Mother:  But  Hiftory  is  full  of  Exam- 
“  pies;  that  Armies  rtationed  as  Guards 
“  over  Provinces,  have  fecured  the  Prey  for 
“  their  General,  and  given  him  a  Crown  at 
“  the  Expence  of  his  Mafter.”  Are  all 
ambitious  Generals  dead?  (no,  nor  ambi¬ 
tious  Governors,  neither.)  Will  no  more 
rife  up  hereafter  ?  There  had  not  need ; 
there  are  enough  in  the  World  already  to 
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fhew  the  Danger  of  a  {landing  Army  in 
remote  Provinces  to  be  much  greater  than 
it  was  in  Rome,  whole  Fate  ought  to  be  a 
Warning  to  other  Nations  before  it  be  too 
late. 

After  a  Preclufion  from  entering  into  a 
Difcuffion  of  the  Points  relating  to  the  Co¬ 
lony  Revenue,  one  would  have  thought  the 
Author  of  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Co¬ 
lonies  might  have  deferred  the  Confidera- 
tio.n  of  his  Paper  Money  Currency,  till  the 
Doubts  and  Difficulties  of  his  Exhibition 
fet  forth  in  fixty-eight  Pages,  had  been  de¬ 
termined.  In  fa£t,  as  was  faid  before,  his 
doubtful  Points  ought  to  have  been  deter¬ 
mined  before  the  Publication  of  them ; 
for,  if  the  Plan  therein  propofed  was  in- 
confiftent,  or  incompatible  with  the  Rights 
of  the  Colonifts,  they  ought  mot  to  have 
been  printed ;  and  whether  they  are,  or 
are  not,  is  left  to  the  Reader.  As 
to  the  five  and  forty  Pages,  filled  by  the 
Author  and  his  Auxiliary,  with  nice  Di- 
flindions,  Explanations,  and  Applications 
of  a  Paper  Currency — if  they  are  multi¬ 
plied  five  and  forty  Times  by  forty-five, 
they  will  never  prevent  the  depreciating  of 
any  Bills  redeemable  at  a  diftant  Period- 
Figures  are  ftubborn,  and  monied  Men, 
who  are  fuppofed  to  be  as  well,  if  not  the 
bell;  acquainted  with  them — will  never  give 

or  receive  as  an  hundred  Pounds,  even  up¬ 
on 
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on  the  beft  public  Security  in  the  World, 
an  hundred  Pounds  payable  without  Inter- 
eft  in  Twelve  Months — -Sterling  Money  is 
the  only  invariable  Medium  of  Trade; 
this  Standard,  without  fome  political  Fi- 
nefie,  cannot  be  depreciated,  or  diminilhed, 
where  the  Balance  or  Trade  is  in  favour  of 
a  Kingdom  or  Colony  ;  but  where  it  is  not 
fo,  as  is  the  cafe  with  the  Mother  Country, 
and  her  Colonies,  it  makes  a  Medium  much 
wanted.  Therefore  the  mod  effectual  Way 
for  her  to  increafe  the  Benefits  derived 
from  them,  feems  to  be  the  Eftablifhment 
of  a  Bank  in  each  Colony,  whofe  lawful  In- 
tereft,  after  the  Deduction  of  the  Expence 
of  the  Managers,  will  leave  a  considerable 
Balance  in  Favour  of  Great  Britain .  This 
Eftablifhment  would  greatly  facilitate 
Trade,  and  help  the  Colonifts  to  promote 
the  Growth  and  Manufacture  of  fuch  Sta¬ 
ples  as  do  not,  and  cannot  interfere  with 
the  Manufactures  of  the  Mother  Country. 
This  feems  to  be  the  Voice  of  Nature  in 
the  Formation  of  the  North  American  Co¬ 
lonies,  and  appears  fo  manifeftly  defigned 
by  Heaven  for  the  enriching  and  ftrength- 
ening  Great  Britain ,  that  without  the  moft 
criminal  NegleCt,  or  the  moft  impolitic 
Meafures,  fhe  may  make  her  own  Intereft, 
the  Intereft  of  the  Colonies,  fo  as  to  per¬ 
petuate  their  Depcndance  on  the  Mother 
Country.  For  Hemp,  Flax,  and Fot-Afh, 
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Craz?  Britain  pays  more  than  Half  a  Mil¬ 
lion  Sterling  per  Annum ,  in  Calli,  to  Fo¬ 
reigners,  above  what  they  take  of  Britifh 
Manufactures  ;  therefore  the  Growth  of 
thofe  valuable  Articles  cannot  be  too  much 
encouraged,  becaufe  they  will  find  full  em¬ 
ployment  for  the  People,  and  afford  them 
much  better  W ages  than  they  can  earn  by 
going  into  any  Manufactures  whatfoever 
that  interferes  with  the  Manufactures  of 
the  Mother  Country,  which  are  in  fuch 
Perfection  and  Cheapnefs,  as  to  be  efteem- 
ed  and  prefered  to  any  Manufactures  of 
their  own  kind.  The  Government  have 
fettled  a  Bounty  on  Hemp  and  Flax  ade¬ 
quate,  if  not  beyond  a  Sum  that  could  be 
expected  or  defired ;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  the  happy  EffeCts  will  foon  ap¬ 
pear. 

Pot-Afh,  though  not  fo  valuable,  or  of 
fo  much  Importance  as  Hemp  or  Flax,  yet, 
confidering  the  accumulating  Benefits  de¬ 
riving  from  the  Increafe  of  that  bulky  Sta¬ 
ple,  it  is  a  Commodity  that  deferves  great 
Encouragement,  as  it  will  employ  great 
Numbers  of  People,  and  fave  the  Allies  of 
immenle  Quantities  of  Wood  and  Brufh, 
in  our  new  Colonies,  that  muft  be  con- 
lumed  in  making  Roads,  to  convey  which 
many  Ships  muft  be  built,  and  many  tbou- 
fiand  People  will,  of  Courfe,  be  employed 
in  builcilg  and  navigating  them,  which 

muft 


muft  promote  the  Confumption  of  many 
Ship  Loads  of  every  Species  of  Britijh 
Manufactures  in  Payment  for  the  whole; 
this  Staple,  it  is  fuppofed,  may  be  brought 
to  Maturity  with  a  Bounty  of  forty  or  fifty 
Shillings  per  Ton,  within  the  Term  of 
twenty  Years.  And  it  is  probable,  by  the 
fame  Time,  Hemp  and  Flax  will  become 
Staples  throughout  America ,  fo  as  to  abate 
the  Bounty,  and  yield  a  Revenue  to  the 
Mother  Country  :  A  Duty  fhould  be  im¬ 
mediately  laid  on  the  above  Articles  im¬ 
ported  from  foreign  Parts,  to  exceed  the 
Bounties  which  will  not  enhance  the 
Prices,  as  the  Importation  from  America 
will  keep  them  down. 

The  Lumber  of  North  America^  with  a 
little  Encouragement,  will  foon  become  a 
vaft  Branch  of  the  Britijh  Trade,  Oak  and 
Pine  Timber,  Flank  and  Boards,  Mails 
great  and  fmall,  Bowfprits,  Yards  and  Spars 
will  create  the  building  of  many  large  Ships 
to  freight  them  home.  Twenty  (hillings  per 
Ton  Bounty  on  thefe  Articles  will  fave 
large  Sums  of  Money,  and  prove  a  con- 
fiderable  Remittance  from  North  America 
for  Britijh  Manufactures. 

Iron  is  now  a  valuable  Article,  and  be- 
fides  the  Iron  Mines  and  W orks  in  the  old 
Colonies,  there  are  many  in  Canada ;  this 
is  a  Staple  which  prevents  much  Money 
from  going  out  of  the  Nation,  and  there 

can 
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can  be  no  doubt  but  lefs  than  twenty 
Years  will  yield  a  confiderable  increafe 
to  the  publick  Revenue. 

Ships,  built  in  North  America ,  have  lone 
been  a  principal  and  an  important  Return 
from  thofe  Colonies ;  the  great  Number 
of  Hands  in  cutting  and  tranfporting  the 
rough  Timber,  Plank,  &c.  the  Artificers 
and  Labourers  in  building  are  all  paid  for 
with  Britifh  Manufactures  ;  their  Cargoes 
of  Fifh,  Lumber,  and  other  Neceffaries  is 
a  vaft  Advantage  to  the  Weft -India  Planters, 
not  only  in  the  Supplies,  but  the  Ships  bring 
home  the  Sugars  at  fo  low  a  Freight,  that 
when  the  Ship  is  Sold,  the  whole  Adven¬ 
ture  feldom  neats  the  Prime  Coft  :  Ships 
are  fb  extenfive,  ufeful,  and  valuable,  that 
too  much  cannot  be  done  to  promote  the 
Increafe  of  them — that  they  may  bring 
home  at  eafy  Freights,  the  Tobacco,  Naval 
Stores,  Rice,  Oil,  Logwood,  Sugar  and 
other  valuable  Commodities  from  the 
Britifh  Colonies,  and  load  with  Fiili  for 
Portugal,  Spain ,  Italy ,  &c.  from  whence 
the  Profits  are  remitted  in  Specie  and 
Bills  of  Exchange.  To  effeCt  this  Increafe 
of  Ships,  there  needs  only  an  immediate 
Stop  being  put  to  the  fcandalous  Practice 
pf  building  Ships  at  Peterfbourg*  Arch  angle , 
Onego ,  &c.  with  Ruffian  materials ;  though 
they  are  much  cheaper  than  they  are  in 
England  or  America !  it  is  amazing,  that  a 
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Practice  fo  prejudicial  to  the  I  rade  and 
Navigation  of  the  Brit  ip  Empire,  ftiould 
have  been  lo  long  unnoticed  by  the  Afi~ 
miniitration.  For  every  Ship  built  in 
America,  the  F  aft  or  or  Owner  is  obliged 
to  take  out  a  Regifter,  and  make  oath  that 
no  Foreigner  is  direftly,  or  indiredtly,  con¬ 
cerned  j  but  that  Ships  fliould  be  permitted 
to  be  built  in  foreign  Nations,  for  Englijh 
Subjects  by  Birth,  and  Naturalization,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  Benefits  of  Bruijh-built 
Ships,  is  fomethihg  marvellous,  it  is  no 
wonder  then,  the  ISorth  American  Ships 
will  not  fell  for  their  firft  Coft.  This  is 
a  Matter  of  fuch  Importance  as  to  demand 
the  Attention  of  every  Friend  to  Great 
Britain  to  redrefs ;  for,  befides  preventing 
large  Sums  of  Money  from  going  out  of  the^ 
Nation,  and  creating  great  N  umbers  of 
Sailors,  a  much  greater  Sum  would  be 
brought  into  it  by  this  Means,  than  by  all 
the  Duties  propofed  by  the  Adminiftrator 
will  ever  bring  from  the  Colonies.  Duties, 
Stamps,  and  Excife,  are  difcou raging  to 
Trade,  and  difguftful ;  fuch  efpecially 
as  are  attended  with  Guards  and  other  di t- 
agreeable  Modes ;  and  the  Expence  of  en¬ 
forcing  them,  it  is  thought,  will  exceed 
the  Duties  after  they  are  collected. 

The  greateft  Benefits  of  the  Trade  of  the 

Colonies  under  proper  Regulations  will 

never 
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never  be  obtained  by  Duties,  which  are 
properly  and  rightly  adapted  for  foreign 
superfluities  only,  not  for  the  Staples  of  a 
■Kingdom  or  Colony.  And  however  fan¬ 
s'?*1"’6  the  Author  of  the  Adminiflration 
of  the  Colonies  may  be,  or  however  buoyed 
up  by  his  Connedions,  though  difavowed 
he  will,  he  mull  be  convinc’d ;  and  if  fo* 
it  will  turn  out,  that  Duties  on  the  Trade’ 
of  the  Colonies  will  be  infinitely  more  pre  > 
judicial  tnan  beneficial  to  the  Mother 
Country.  The  Reafonablenefs  of  the  Co- 
lonifts  contributing  to  the  eafe  of  the  na¬ 
tional  Debt  is  fo  far  from  being  objeded 
to,  that  it  is  their  avow’d  Principle  that 
they  ought  to  do  it,  and  they  think  they 
have  done  it  beyond  their  Abilities  by  their 
Support  of  Government  and  Trade,  and 
have,  at  all  Times,  approved  themfelves, 
in  every  refped,  obedient,  faithful  Sub- 
jeds,  it  would  be  the  bigheft  Degree  of 
Injuftice  to  fugged,  that  they  ever  will  be 
fparing  of  either  Blood  or  Treafure  in  the 
Caufe  of  their  Mother  Country  :  Therefore 
it  cannot  be  good  Policy  to  burthen  fuch 
Subjeds  with  Duties  which  they  nor  their 
Fathers  ever  heard  of. 

Would  it  not  be  infinitely  better  Po¬ 
licy  to  give  the  Colonifts  a  Breathing 
after  their  I  oils  and  Blood,  and  enable 
them  to  recruit  their  Finances,  by  dired- 

ing 
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ing  and  leading  them  into  new  Branches 
of  Trade  which  will  bear  Duties  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Support  of  a  Government 
which  they  are  enthuliaflically  fond  of, 
than  by  Duties,  &c.  to  aggravate  their  Mil- 
fortunes  and  render  them  incapable  of 
ferving  themfelves  or  their  Mother  Coun¬ 
try:  ’tis  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  the  Co- 
lon iff s  are  brave,  that  they  are  generous, 
and  where  there  are  thele  inherent  prin- 
cipl  es,  Millions  of  Lives  might  fafely  be 
pledged  for  their  Fidelity.  Should  the 
Adminiftrator  retort  their  illicit  Trade, 
?tis  acknowledged  too  many  of  the  Colonifts 
have  been  in  the  Tranfgreffion,  but  the 
Tranfgreffors  are  not  one  in  a  thoufand  ; 
the  Deftrudtion  of  the  Trade  to  Holland 
and  Hamburg  has  been  long  wifhed  by 
every  one,  but  the  infamous  Authors  of  it, 

and  nothing  but  the  Odium  of  an  Inform- 
■  ^ 

er  has  long  fince  prevented  an  open  Ap¬ 
plication  for  Redrefs. 

The  Molafies  Adt  from  the  pa  (Ting  of  it 
has  been  efteemed  by  Men,  (who  confcien- 
tioufly  obferve  all  Adis  of  Trade,  and  never 
broke  this,)  as  an  Adi  that  was  not  intended 
to  be  carried  into  Execution  ;  this  Opinion 
was  confirmed  by  the  Indifference  that  was 
{hewn  about  it,  neither  doth  it  difagree 
with  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies, 
(p.  124.)  “  It  is  the  Duty  of  Government 
“  (fpeaking  of  the  French,  Dutch ,  and 
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Danijh  Trade)  to  encourage  it  under  pro¬ 
per  Regulation,  &c.  When  it  is  remem¬ 
bered,  that  the  Law,  which  lays  a  Duty 
equal  to  a  Prohibition  on  the  Importation 
of  French  Molafjes  into  the  Britilh  Co¬ 
lonies,  was  obtained  at  the  Solhcitation  of 
“  the  Britifl)  Ifles  therefore  any  Allega¬ 
tion  on  the  MolaiTes  Duty  ought  not,  and 

cannot  be  fairly  made  ufe  oftn  Prejudice  to 
the  Colonies. 

Eftablith  the  Importation  of  dried  Cod- 
ftlh,  Subject  to  a  Duty  of  two  Shillings 
and  Six-pence  per  Quintal,  introduce  it 
bji  one  Day  in  a  Week  to  every  Family, 
it  will  encreafe  the  Revenue  more  then  a  11 
the  Duties  will  propofed  by  the  Author  of 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies,  with¬ 
out  the  additional  Expence  of  a  Farthing 
to  the  Government ;  the  exhorbitant  Price 
of  Meat  will  greatly  be  reduced,  the  Filh 
will  be  found  an  agreeable,  as  it  is  not  in¬ 
delicate  Food  •,  it  might  be  imported  and 
fold  fo  cheap,  that  the  Fishmonger  might 
retail  the  beft  at  Three  Pence  per  Pound, 
and  the  Second  Sort,  which  is  very  good, 
jof  T wo-pence-balf-penny  per  pound, 
which  is  cheaper  then  Meat  at  Five  Farth- 
ings  per  Pound.  A  Consideration  this, 
which,  was  there  no  other,  ought  to  pre¬ 
vail,  but  the  Advantage  of  the  Increafe  of 
this  American  Staple  would  foon  be  felt  in 
every  Part  of  Great  Britain,  the  Ccnfump- 


non 


tion  of  W oollens,  Lines,  Graphng,  &c.  &c, 
would  be  immenfe  j  betides,  the  ColomEs 
would  be  enabled  to  pay  their  Debts  to  the 
Britijh  Merchants.— Salt  Filh  is  of  vaft 
U tiiitv  in  France,  wny  would  it  not  dc  fo 
in  England f  The  Britijh  American  Cod 
Fifhery  might  this  Way  be  made- of  more 
Value.  And  it  is,  in  fadt,  of  more  im¬ 
portance  to  the  Britijh  Empire  than  the 
Mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico  are  to  the  Spa- 
nijh  Nation. — Without  the  Gift  of  Pro¬ 
phecy,  one  might  certify  that  a  proper 
Encouragement  to  this  important  Branch 
of  Trade  and  Navigation,  would  be  the 
mod:  effectual  and  fpeedy  Manner  of  re¬ 
ducing  the  National  Debt. 

There  being  an  abfolute  Neceflity  of 
keeping  a  military  Force  for  the  Defence 
of  Canada ,  it  is  mod:  reafonable  that  the 
Beaver  and  other  Furs  from  thence  and 
the  other  Colonies  ihould  defray  the  charge, 
it  ought,  and  may,  without  Prejudice  to 
the  Fur  Trade,  be  made  to  do  it  at  the 
Expence  of  Foreigners,  who  mud:  be 
fupplied  with  Beaver  from  hence.  One 
Shilling  per  Pound  Weight,  without  Draw¬ 
back,  and  One  Shilling  more  per  Pound 
Weight  upon  Exportation  would  not  only 
pay  the  whole  Expence  of  Canada ,  but  was 
there  no  other  Motive,  for  the  Advantage  of 
the  Manufacture  of  Hats,  it  ought  to  be  laid. 

I  2  Tobacco, 


Tobacco,  being  a  Luxury,  ought  to  con¬ 
tribute  more  than  it  does  to  the  Support 
of  the  State,  and  an  additional  Duty  of 
Three  Pence  per  Pound,  without  any  Part 
of  it  drawn  back,  would  not  much,  'if  any 
thing,  leiTen  the  Exportation,  and  it  is 
thought  not  a  Pound  Ids  of  Tobacco  would 
be  confumed  at  Home,  efpeciajjy  if  the 
Importation  ot  Catnbrick  and  Lawns  were 
permitted,  and  a  Duty  of  Ten  per  Cent,  ad 
valorem ,  would  yield  a  confiderable  Reve¬ 
nue,  and  prevent  Smuggling.  Whatever 
Benefits  may  be  infinuated  by  the  Author 
of  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Colonies  to 
accrue  from  laying  Duties  on  their  Trade, 
even  fuppofing 'there  fhould  be  fomething 

fqueezed  from  them,  it  is  certain  they  will 
conti  ibute  no  more  to  the  Difcharge  of  the 
national  Debt,  than  a  Drop  of  Water  will 
contribute  towards  enlarging  the  Ocean. 

"Tis  at  Home  our  Wealth  abounds,  and 
at  Home  it  ought  to  be  fought.  Where 
nought  is  to  be  had,  even  the  King  muff 
lofe  his  Right.  A  Regulation  of  the  Land 
Tax  has  been  long  talked  of  as  an  equitable 
Reformation  that  would  effectually  reduce 
the  enormous  Debt  of  the  Nation.'  Many 
Objections  are,  however,  fuggeffed,  and 
many  Injuries  apprehended,  fome  of  which 
leem  real  ;  fhould  this  Regulation  be  car¬ 
ried  into  Execution,  fome  would  undoubt¬ 
edly  be  hurt ;  but  the  few,  or  the  many, 

ought 


(  69  ) 


ought  not  to  prevail  againft  the  whole. 
This  grand  Affair  might  be  adjufted  with 
lefs  Difficulty  than  is  in  general  thought. 
To  effect  this  important  equitable  Regula¬ 
tion,  nothing  feems  wanting  but  a  relolute 
patriotic  Spirit. 

Places  of  public  Entertainments  are  fo 
multiplied,  and  fo  thronged  in  this  Nation, 
that  it  is  amazing  the  Government  have  not 
availed  themfelves  of  fome  Affiftance  from 
the  Sons  of  Pleafure.  The  Managers  of 
the  Play-houfes  advanced  their  Prices  about 
twenty  Years  ago  :  what  Realon  can  now 
be  urged  to  the  Public,  againft  a  Tax  of 
one  Shilling  to  the  Boxes,  and  Six-pence  to 
the  Pit  ?  Ranelaih  has  advanced  its  Price 
of  Entertainment  from  One  Shilling  to 
Two  Shillings  and  Six-pence  :  why  fhould 
not  the  Government  advance  one  Shilling 
more  at  that  Place,  and  Six-pence  at  Vaux- 
hally  Mary  bone,  Sadler  s  Wells ,  and  every 
other  Place  of  public  Entertainment  in  the 
Kingdom.  Britons  pique  themfelves  upon 
their  Roman  Spirit ;  why  then  do  they  not 
imitate  the  Roman  Patriotifm  in  a  Tax  up¬ 
on  fupernumerary  Servants,  with  a  proper 
Diftinftion  of  French,  and  Negroes  efpe- 
cially  ?  Forty  Shillings  per  Annum  per 
Head  fhould  be  paid  for  every  Englifhman 
Servant,  and  Twenty  Shillings  per  Head 
for  every  Woman  Servant,  allowing  only  an 
Exemption  of  one  of  each  in  a  Family. 

Ten 
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Ten  Pounds  per  Annum  per  Head  for  every 
French  Man  or  Woman  Servant,  and 
Twenty  Pounds  per  Annum  per  Head  for 
every  Negro  and  Mulatto  Servant,  Male  or 
Female.  This  Tax  would  bring  a  vail 
annual  Income  into  the  Exchequer,  befides 
preventing  the  Nation  from  being  over-run 
with  French  Barbers,  Taylors,  Spies,  &c. 
and  the  Increafe  of  a  tawny  Race  that  fore¬ 
bodes  one  of  the  greateft  Evils  to  the  Na¬ 
tion.  It  is  univerfally  thought  there  are 
too  many  People  in  Office  in  every  De¬ 
partment  through  the  Kingdom  ;  that  there 
is  nothing  more  wanted,  or”  that  would 
contribute  more  to  the  Revenue  than  a  Re¬ 
gulation  in  this  important  Refpedt,  which 
it  is  avowed  may  be  effedled  in  the  Courfe 
of  twenty  or  thirty  Years,  without  Incon- 
veniency  to  any  Man  living. 

The  laft  duty  of  three  Shillings  per  Bar •> 
rel  that  was  laid  on  Porter,  has  not  only 
been  doubled  by  the  Brewers  and  Publi¬ 
cans,  but.  Vulture  like,  they  have  preyed 
on  the  Poor,  and  impofed  on  them  Porter 
which,  in  general,  has  not  been  fo  good  by 
Six  Shillings  per  Barrel  as  that  which  was 
brewed  before  the  Duty  was  laid:  This  is 
a  Concern  that  requires  the  Attention  of 
Parliament,  and  perhaps  an  Abatement  of 
the  Duty  on  Beer — and  laying  an  adequate 
one  on  Malt,  would  be  an  Eafe  to  the 
Poor,  and  a  Tax  more  eafily  borne.  And 

if 
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if  the  Legiflature  thought  proper,  they 
might  a!fo  eftabliflt  the  Quality  and 
Prices  with  the  Brewer  and  Publican  to 
prevent  future  Impolitions. 

Suppofe  a  RetrofpeCtive  View  of  Things 
in  general  (hould  be  taken  and  a  Group 
of  German  Contractors,  Commiffaries,  &c- 
fliould  appear,  who  it  is  faid  have  amaded 
immenfe  Fortunes  where  the  Salaries  and 
Perquiiites  have  not  been  very  condderable ; 
would  not  fuch  an  Inquiiition  which  has 
been  often  mentioned  in  the  publick  Pa¬ 
pers,  much  talked  of,  and  long  wilhed 
for,  be  fome  fort  of  Satisfaction  to  the 
Nation  in  general,  and  in  particular  to 
many  fober  well  minded  people  ;  efpecial- 
ly  as  it  is  thought  a  much  greater  Sum  of 
money  would  revert  to  the  Treafury  by 
this  means,  than  will  ever  be  remitted  to 
the  Exchequer  for  all  the  duties  propofed 
by  the  Author  of  the  Adminiftration  of 
the  Colonies.  But  this  is  a  Matter  of  too 
much  Concern  to  be  fully  confidered  here, 
but  it  is  thought  fome  Matters  are  codec-* 
ting,  which  may,  perhaps,  appear  before 
they  are  wifhed  for,  that  may  merit  At¬ 
tention.  In  the  above  Exhibition  many 
Obfervations  have  been  made,  and  feveral 
Contradictions  (hewn  in  our  Author’s  hxty- 
eight  Pages.  His  Paper  Money  Plan  has 
been  hinted  as  impracticable,  which  will 
further  appear  from  his  own  Work,  p.  68. 

the 
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the  Adminiftrator  fays,  “  the  Colonies  even 
“  if  permitted  under  the  ufual  Reftraints  to 
^  trade  with  the  French  and  Spanifh  Colo- 
“  nies,  are  incapable  of  creating  Silver 
€‘  Currency  fufficient  for  the  internal  Cir¬ 
culation  and  external  Trade  and  Com¬ 
merce. 

P.  70.  €c  If,  inriead  of  prohibiting  the 
Colonies  from  making  Paper  Money,  the 
Government  would  form  a  precife  and 
adequate  Knowledge  of  the  Nature  of 
*  Money,  whether  Paper  or  Silver,  and 
fix  fome  general  Rules  for  the  Colonies 
in  this  Point,  there  could  not  be  a  more  be - 
“  nejicial  Meafure  taken  for  the  Welfare  of 
“the  Colonies ,  or  the  Inter  ef  of  the  Mother 
“  Country.” 

The  Author  of  this  Pamphlet,  in  p.  72 
10109,  has  given  us  feveral  fenfible  Con- 
fiderations  on  Paper  Currency  as  follows : 
i€  That  in  Colonies,  the  Elfence  of  whofe 
“  Nature  requires  a  progrefiive  Increafe  of 
ff  Settlements  and  Trade,  and  yet  who, 
*€  from  the  Balance  of  Trade  uvith  the 
Mother  Country  being  againfi:  them,  muft 
“  fuffer  a  conftantly  decreafing  Quantity  of 
“  Silver  Money  ;  a  certain  Quantity  of  Pa - 
“  p?r  Money  is  neceflary .  It  is  necefjary  to 
“  keep  up  the  mcreafng  Operations  of  this 
“  'Trade,  and  thefe  fettlements ;  it  is  alfo 
neceflary,  in  fuch  Circumftances,  to  the 
“  equal  Distribution  and  general  Applica- 
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ce  tion  of  thefe  Benefits  to  the  whole  Co- 
“  lonies,  which  Benefits  would  otherwife 
“  become  a  Monopoly  to  the  monied  Mer- 
“  chants  :  It  is  prudent,  and  of  good  Policy 
“  in  the  Mother  Country,  to  permit  it,  as  it 
“  is  the  fureji  Means  of  drawing  the  Balance 
“  of  the  Colony  Trade  and  Culture  to  its  own 
“  Profit 

P.  131.  The  lame  Author,  fpeaking  of 
Paper  Money,  fays  thus  :  “  let  their  Mo- 
“  ney  Currency  be  limited  within  too  nar- 
“  row  Bounds  by  a  total  Prohibition  of  Pa- 
“  per  Money.”  If  fuch  a  notorious  Con¬ 
tradiction  will  not  fatisfy  the  Reader  of  the 
Abfurdity  of  this  Pamphlet,  his  Attention 
is  further  requiiite  to  the  Advice  of  this 
myfterious  Author  upon  Trade.  P.  119. 
‘  There  does  not  appear,  fays  he,  any  Rea- 
‘  fon  why  all  the  Produce  of  the  Britifli 

*  Colonies,  which  are  not  the  Balls  of,  or 

*  do  not  interfere  with  the  Britilh  Manu- 

*  factures,  “  might  not  be  carried  direCtly 
“  to  a  Britifli  Market  at  a  Foreign  Port 

‘  and  why  the  carrying  of  Rice  to  foreign 
‘  Ports  might  not  be  extended  to  all  Ports 

*  where  a  Britifh  FaClory  is  eftabliihed — nor 
■  under  this  Mode  of  Commerce  can  any 
‘  fufficient  Reafon  upon  Earth  fubfift,  why 
‘  the  Colony  Traders  Ihould  not  be  per- 
‘  mitted  to  load  at  thefe  Ports,  the  Fruits 

*  of  Wine,  Oil,  Pickles,  the  Produce  of 

*  that  Country,  and  alfo  fuch  raw  unmanu- 
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faCtured  Produce  as  would  not  interfere 
'  with  the  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain , 

*  inftead  of  being  obliged  to  come  to  Bri- 
e  tain  to  buy  here,  after  the  Ex  pence  of  an 
‘  unneceffary  Voyage,  thole  very  Commo- 
‘  dities  which  they  might  have  bought  at 

*  Britilh  Market,  at  the  Port  which  they 
£  left.  Why  not  any  of  thefe,  as  well  as 
‘  Salt,  as  well  as  Wines  from  the  Madeiras 
‘  and  Weftern  Blands  ?  In  the  fame  Man- 
'  ner,  by  the  fame  Law,  our  Colony  Tra- 

*  ders,  permitted  to  carry  Sugar,  Ginger, 

*  Tobacco,  Rice,  Sec.  to  fuch  Ports  in  the 

*  river  Wefer  and  Elbe,  in  the  Sound,  and 

*  in  Rujjia ,  whereat  a  Britifh  FaCtory  is,  or 

*  may  be  eftablifbed  ;  why  may  not  (the  two 
‘  Points  of  a  Britijlo  Market,  and  the  Re- 
‘  venue  of  the  Duties  being  fecured)  why 

*  may  not,  I  fay,  thefe  Traders  be  permited 
‘  to  load  at  thefe  Ports  direCtly  for  the  Co- 

*  lonies.  Hemp,  Yarn,  and  fuch  coarfe  Lin- 

*  ens,  as  do  no  way  interfere  ivith  the  Bri- 
‘  tifh  Manufactories  ?’ 

P.  130,  A.  “  And  let  their  foreign  Trade 
“  and  Navigation  be  in  fome  meafure 
“  fuppreffed.”  This  is  not  an  abfolute 
Contradiction  like  the  Author’s  Money 
PI  an — yet  extending  the  foreign  Trade  of 
the  Colonies,  which  he  before  advifes,  is 
a  new  way  of  fuppreffing  it.  But,  in  this, 
and  fome  other  refpeCts,  the  Adminiftrator 
has  puzzled  himfelf  to  perplex  his  Pleaders, 

or 


or  he  could  not  have  formed  a  plan  to 
ft  rip  the  Britijh  Merchants,  thofe  generous 
benefactors,  to  the  Colomfts,  the  Ship 
Carpenter,  and  other  Artificers,  with  the 
poor  Labourer,  of  their  indifputable  Rights 
to  the  Benefits  of  their  Trade  with  the 
Colonies.  The  Thought  of  which  Plan, 
however  lpacious  the  ProfpeCt  of  Gain 
might  be,  would  be  detefted  by  every  North 
American .  But  we  are  called  from  the 
Contradictions  of  the  Adminiftration  or  the 
Colonies,  to  an  Examination  of  a  Perform¬ 
ance  juit  published,  intituled,  The  Regula¬ 
tions  lately  made  concerning  the  Colonies  ;  and 
thought  to  be  wrote  by  the  fame  Author, 
perhaps  in  Extenuation  of  the  Trade  of  the 
Colonies  to  a  Britijh  Market  in  foreign  Na¬ 
tions  might  be  happily  adjulted  and  abfo- 
lutely  reconciled  without  confining  the 
whole  Trade  of  the  Colonies  to  the  Mother 
Country  \  why  might  not  we  effeCt  this 
as  well  as  our  Polite  French  .Neighbours, 
who,  by  opening  the  Ports,  and  making 
their  ceded  Iflands  free  for  all  Nations,  are 
drawing  the  Inhabitants  from  Canada  and 
other  Enghjh  Settlements,  whilft  we,  by 
fhutting  our  Ports,  and  laying  Duties  upon 
their  Trade  and  Produce,  are  driving  the 
few  Inhabitants  that  we  have  away. 

’Tis  not  the  very  polite  Introduction  to 
the  Regulations  lately  made  concerning  the 
Colonies  which  we  are 
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that  concerns  us ;  but  ’tis  the  commercial 
Intereft,  the  Trade  of  Great  Britain,  from 
whence  its  greateft  Wealth  is  derived,  that 
demands  the  Attention  of  every  good  Man 
in  the  Nation. 

The  important  Queftion  is,  which  is  the 
moil  likely  to  promote  the  Population, 
Culture  or  Commerce;  and  cement  the 
Connexion  between  the  Colonies  and  the 
Mother  Country,  a  Perleverance  in  levying 
the  Duties  lately  impofed,  and  thole  new 
ones  ftrenuoufiy  recommended  to  be  im¬ 
pofed  on  them  ;  or  an  inviolable  Continuance 
of  the  Rights  and  Privileges  granted  the 
Colonifts  at  the  happy  Revolution  as  a  Re¬ 
ward  for  their  heroick  Services?  The  So¬ 
lution  of  this  Queftion  is  of  infinite  more 
Importance  to  the  Britifi  Empire,  than 
enlarging  upon  the  value  of  the  new  Ac- 
cpaifitions.  The  Accounts  from  the  few 
Inhabitants  of  different  Nations  who  have 
begun  the  Population  of  them,  of  their 
Climate,  Situation,  Soil,  and  the  Probabi¬ 
lity  of  what  they  may  be  made  to  produce, 
would,  I  Ihould  think,  be  a  greater  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  new  Sellers,  than  the  Flou- 
rifhes  of  a  Thoufand  Regulators  who  never 
faw  the  Country  they  pretend  to  defcribe. 
Every  good  Man  mull  wifh  the  Fertility 
and  Advancement  of  our  infant  Settle¬ 
ments  ;  that  we  may  be  fo  hapyy  as  to  peo¬ 
ple  them  withinduftrious  Inhabitants  which 

are 
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arc  the  heft  and  trueft  Riches  of  a  Coun¬ 
try  :  The  greateft  Encouragement  that  caa 
be  given  to  Inch  People  to  Colonize,  will 
be  the  Maintainance  of  the  Rights  and 
Privileges  of  the  old  Colonies  inviola¬ 
ble.;  for  if  they  are  not  held  ficred,  even 
the  poor  Cottager  will  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  change  a  tolerable  Abode  at  home 
for  a  precarious  uncertain  Abode  abroad  ; 
which  as  loon  as  be  has  wore  away  his  life  in 
making  it  valuable,  his  Decendants  may  he 
forced  by  taxes  to  quit,  and  leek  out  a  new 
Abode.  It  is  not  improbable  but  this 
may  be  the  Regulator’s  View  in  his  Plan 
of  the  Stamp  Duties — his  Suggeftion  of  the 
greateft  Supply  of  Inhabitants  to  the  new, 
from  the  old  Colonies,  looks  too  mucn 
like  it.  Though  he  has  not  informed  us 
which  of  the  Colonies  it  is,  that  can  afford 
to  furnilh  them.  Surely  he  cannot  mean 
the  Mafj'achufets  ;  becaufe  Bojlon ,  the  Ca¬ 
pital  of  that  Province,  had,  by  an  Account 
taken  in  the  Year  1755?  above  20,000  In¬ 
habitants,  and  by  an  account  taken  laft 
Year,  there  was  not  17,000  Whites  and 
Blacks,  and  excepting  Philadelphia ,  the 
Inhabitants  of  North  America  are  greatly 
decreafed  by  the  lateWar,  though  none,  per¬ 
haps,  fo  much  as  the  MaJJachufets :  So  that 
let  his  Plan  be  right  or  wrong,  it  can  never 
be  right  to  impofe  Stamp  and  other  Duties  on 
the  old  Colonies  to  depopulate  them,  in  or- 
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der  to  populate  the  New.  Therefore,  it 
is  humbly  hoped  this  Scheme  of  his  will 
not  be  adopted — and  that  all  Thoughts  of 
Taxation  of  the  Old  Colonies  will  be  dropt 
for  the  Maintenance  of  a  Standing  Army  to 
defend  Canada ,  which  has  a  Staple,  that  is 
able,  and  ought  in  Juflice  and  found  Policy 
to  be  made  to  bear  a  Duty  fufficient  to  pay 
the  whole  Expence  of  that  populous  Go¬ 
vernment,  civil  and  military. 

Tho’  the  Colonifts  under  diftrelfed  Cir- 
cumftances  complain  for  being  taxed  by  the 
Mother  Country,  it  would  be  too  fevere  to 
fuppofe  any  of  them  doth  not  believe  all 
Adis  of  Parliament  are  intended  for  the 
good  of  the  whole,  or  that  they  are  infen- 
iible  of  the  kind  Intention  of  the  Legiilature 
to  promote  the  Whale  Fifhery,  by  taking 
off  the  Duty  on  Whale  Fins,  yet  when  it 
is  confidered  even  from  the  Regulator’s  own 
Account,  that  the  Price  of  Whale  Fins  is 
reduced  from  feven  hundred  and  fifty  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  per  Ton,  and 
that  it  is  not  an  Article  of  ufe  with  the 
Poor,  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  as  well 
able  to  bear  a  Duty  of  one  hundred  Pounds 
f>er  Ton  (without  Prejudice  to  the  Whale 
Fifhery)  as  any  one  Commodity  imported 
bears  the  Duty  it  now  pays. 

The  North  American  Colonifts  are  fen- 
fibly  affedted  at  the  enormous  Debt  of  the 
Nation — and,  with  inexpreflible  Grief,  la¬ 
ment  their  Inability  of  contributing  more 
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to  the  Neceffities  of  their  Mother  Country, 
than  they  have  done,  and  now  do. 

The  Debt  they  have  contracted  in  the  late 
W ar,  fo  far  exceeds  their  Ability  to  dif- 
charge,  that  without  confiderable  Reim- 
burfements,  and  a  Repeal  of  the  Sugar 
A6t,  except  on  foreign  Sugar  and  Spirits, 
it  will  not  be  in  their  Power  to  difcharge 
their  public  Debts,  and  pay  the  Debts 
they  owe  the  BriiiJJj  Merchants. 

The  Regulator  is  mi  (taken  in  imagining 
the  Coloniffs  are  opulent,  even  by  his  own 
Account; — and  notwithftanding  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  Mother  Country  are  grie- 
voully  taxed,  yet  conlidering  their  Riches, 
and  the  Poverty  of  the  Colonilts,  the  Taxes 

of  the  latter  are  fo  much  greater  than  the 
• 

Taxes  of  the  former  that  a  poor  Ship-malter 
whofe  Pay  is  but  fix  pounds  per  Month, 
and  whole  other  Advantages,  without  al¬ 
lowing  for  Accidents,  don’t  make  as  much 
more — cannot  rent  a  Houfe  in  Bojlon  equal 
to  his  Station  under  Twenty  Pounds  per 
Annum ,  and  pays  moreover  Fifteen  Pounds 
public  Tax,  belides  a  Duty,  and  Excife  on 
all  Spirituous  Liquors,  Tea,  Coffee,  Cocoa, 
Lemons,  &c.  6cc.  This  is  fa£t ;  and  yet 
the  merciful  Regulator,  befides  the  Duties 
that  were  laid  by  Parliament,  laft  Year,  on 

J 

the  above  Articles,  and  that  of  3 d  per  Gal¬ 
lon  on  Molalfes,  one  of  the  moft  profitable 
Branches  of  the  Colony  Trade,  which  colls 
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but  6^.  has  racked  his  Soul  to  torture  them 
with  Stamp  Duties,  though  they  are  dia¬ 
metrically  oppolite  to  his  own  Doftrine : 
That  the  Mother  Country  ought  upon  all  occa- 
Jionsy  as  far  as  the  Exigency  of  the  State 
will  allow ,  to  eafe  the  Colonies  of  T axes  on 
their  Confumptiony  and  give  Encouragement  to 
their  Produce,  p.  69.  This  Hypothecs  con¬ 
founds  all  his  Arguments  in  Favour  of  Co¬ 
lony  Duties  :  and,  fanguine  as  he  is  in  his 
Hopes,  that  it  will  be  in  the  Power  of 


Government  to  reftore  Things  to  their  old 


Situation,  if  he  don’t  find  it  eafier  to  plunge 
the  Coloniifs  into  confufion,  than  to  re¬ 
inflate  them.  Any  one  may  believe  his 
plaufible  Story ;  efpecially  when  he  per- 
fuades  the  Colonifts  into  the  ufe  of  fuch 
large  Quantities  of  India  commodities  as 
were  ufed  before  the  Duty. 

The  Regulator,  p.  78,  to  prove  that  New 
England  Rum  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  was 
prefered,  fays,  Britifh  Spirit  lold  for  a 
Half-penny  per  Gallon  more— and  then 
avers,  much  more  Money  is  gained  at  2 s. 
and  id.  Half-penny,  than  by  2 s.  and  Two¬ 
pence  per  Gallon — he  fays,  that  Three- 
nalf-pence^r  Gallon  was  the  Expence  or 
fmuggling  Molaffes — and  though  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  he  had  been  informed,  that  paying  a 
Duty  of  lefs  than  three  Farthings  per  Gal¬ 
lon  has  faved  many  thoufand  Hogfheads 
from  Seizure,  yet  thefe  Affertions  are  too 

much 
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mucli  to  reconcile  with  his  impracticable 
Duty  on  Molafies,  p.  123.  Iheiefore, 
how  peremptory  and  earned  he  may  be  in 
Favour  of  his  Three-penny  Duty  on  Mo— 
laffes,  he  will  find  it  fo  impracticable  that 
the  Expence  to  fecure  the  Payment  of  it 
will  greatly  exceed  the  Duties  after  tney  aie 
collected.  One  of  the  pernicious  Confe- 
quences  of  the  Molaffes  Duty  in  the  \  ear 
1 733 ,  was  the  depreciating  Paper  Currency 
in  the  New  England  Colonies,  to  the  great 
Prejudice  of  the  Brit  ip  Merchants,  the 
Exchange  riling  from  300  to  45 o  per  Cent. 
in  one  Year  after  the  Act  commenced.  And 
however  light  the  Three-penny  Duty  may 
be  thought,  the  Fifhermen  and  Mail-men 
in  particular,  and  the  Trade  of  the  whole 
Continent  in  general,  will  be  greatly  af- 
feCted  by  it — and  the  Trade  of  the  Mother 
Country  will  be  greatly  hurt  without  reap¬ 
ing  any  Benefit. — But  the  Duty  is  a  polit:- 
cal  Regulation,  he  fays,  that  is  to  fecure 
the  Navigation  of  all  American  Exports  and 
Imports  to  Brit  if!)  Ships  and  Bri'tijh  Sub¬ 
jects  only.  Trading  with  the  Mother 

Country - which  Policy,  ’tis  pofiible, 

againfl  150  Years  Experience,  may  not  be 
found  to  turn  out  as  he  flatters  himfelf  it 
will. 

The  Holland  Trade  to  America  has  ever 
been  condemned,  except  by  the  Smuglers, 
as  injurious  to  their  own,  as  it  is  like  wife 
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to  that  of  the  Mother  Country— and  the 
PermuTion  of  entering  and  clearing  Ships 
irom  Holland,  at  the  Orkneys ,  has  been  Ion" 
fpoke  of  as  a  pernicious  Indulgence.  b 

The  compulfive  Claufe  in  the  laft  Sugar 
Adt,  touching  the  North  American  Lum¬ 
ber,  is  incomprehenfible — becaufe  if  the 
Colonift  could  fupply  every  Region  with 
Boards,  Staves,  and  other  Sorts  of  Lum- 
bei,  it  would  be  of  infinite  Advantage  to 
the  Mother  Country. 

That  the  Surpnfe  of  the  Regulator  may 
yaniih,  he  is  informed  the  Reafon  of  the 
irnall  Exportation  of  foreign  Linens  to  the 
Colonies  -is,  the  great  Ufe  of  Irifh  and 
Scotch  Linens  introduced  there,  which  are 
better  efteemed. 

v.  <  4  -  -4  ; 

Every  good  Man  agrees  with  the  Regu¬ 
lator  in  the  Neceffity  of  delfroying  all  illi¬ 
cit  Trade— but  no  one  can  imagine  any  fuch 
Sum  as  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  va¬ 
lue  in  Teas  was  annually  run  into  the  Co¬ 
lonies — and  though  Smugglers  deferve  fe- 
vere  Treatment,  yet,  confidering  fome  have 
been  too  feverely  punilhed  by  Judges  of 

the  Admiralty-courts. - His  Opinion  is 

right  in  Oppofition  to  that  of  a  Great 
Practitioner,  w’ho  is  for  profecuting  in  that 
court,  by  an  Advocate  appointed  from 
Great  Britain  with  a  Salary,  &c.  “  And  was 
it  not,  for  the  Precedent  eftablifhed  already 
by  fome  of  the  Laws  of  Trade,  I  ihould 
'  doubt 
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doubt  the  confiftency  of  the  Meafure,  with 
the  general  Principle  of  Liberty,  as  eftab- 
lilhed  in  Trials  by  a  Jury  in  the  common 

law  courts.” 

But  this  fallacious  Regulator,  oottinately 
bent  on  his  Stamp  Aft,  though  obliged  to 
acknowledge  the  complaints  againft  th>~  Im 
pofitions  of  the  Molaffes  ACt  palled  in  the  . 
Year  1733,  and  the  Objections  to  the  Po¬ 
licy  of  the  Law,  will  yet  have  it,  that  the 
Right  of  making  fuch  Law  has  never  been 
queftioned.  It  has  been  hinted  in  the  Pre¬ 
face,  how  the  Sugar  ACt  was  obtained,  af¬ 
ter  having  been  twice  rejected  by  the  Houle 
of  Lords,  agreeable  to  the  Opinion  of  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General ;  the  Right 
alfo  of  making  that  ACt  has  been  hinted 
at,  and  it  is  thought  no  Man  can  believe 
the  Regulator,  who  compares  the  above 
FaCts  with  his  Alfertions. 

The  Four  and  Half  per  Cent.  Duty  im- 
pofed  on  the  Produce  of  the  Sugar  Illands 
(the  Illand  of  '''famaica  excepted,  which  re- 
fufed  and  never  paid  it)  was,  and  always 
has  been,  for  the  Support  of  the  civil  Go¬ 
vernment.  The  North  American  Govern¬ 
ments  ever  have,  and  now  do  fupport  their 
Government,  by  taxing  the  Inhabitants! — 
Therefore  this  fallacious  Precedent  is  no¬ 
thing  to  the  Point,  nor  doth  ,it  give  the 
lead  colour  of  Juftification  for  impofing  a 
Stamp  Duty,  anv  more  than  the  Obedience 
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L  Colomcs  to  the  Poft-Omcr  Act  doe,  to 

’  ,Wjlcil  was  at  afid  has  ever  fince  been 
;,C'n,ed  a  greater  and  cheaper  Convenience 
,lan  they  C0l,id  have  eftabliihed  by  any  Law  of 
t  eir  own  making;  fo  that  had  the  Colonies 
complained  they  would  have  been  iuftly  re¬ 
proached  with  Tenacioufnefs  ;  as  they  did  not  it 
is  very  unfair  to  make  a  Handle  of  their  Obedi¬ 
ence  to  their  Prejudice  by  expofmg  them  to  fuch 
i  axe?. 


But  thajf  the  Regulator,  (p.  108,}  lhould 
Aiiert  “  That  the  Colonies  are  reprefented  in 
.±<11 1  lament,  and  not  chufe  one  IVJember  of* 
“  that  Afiembly,  is  paradoxical  enough.” 

_  ’Pis  true,  that  nine  tenths  of  the  People  of 
Britain  are  not  Eledtors,  but  that  the  Right  of 
Eledtion  is  confined  to  particular  Franchifes  and 
certain  Species  of  Property,  &c.  Of  courfe 
then  they^who  have  no  Votes  are  only  reprefented 
as  Part  of  the  Grand  Community,  becaufe  the 
V/ifdom  of  Legifiature  has  thought  proper  to 
iettle  the  Right  of  Voting  as  it  now  ftands ;  but 
why  are  the  North  Americans  to  be  put-  upon 
a  level  with  thofe  who  have  no  Votes?  Why 
have  they  not  an  equal  Right  to  Representation 
with  them  who  do  really  fend  members  ?  the 
RAi  chants  of  London  do  not  chuie  IVIembers 
of  Parliament  as  Merchants,  neverthelefs  are 
they  particularly  reprefented  as  making  a  great 
Part  of  that  City  and  Corporation  which  lends 
four  Members  to  Parliament  —  the  Regulator 
feems  to  argue  thus  ;  “  becaufe  the  Fall  India 
“  Company  fends  no  Members,  the  Colonifts 
“  ought  not Now  it  is  fad  that  many  of  the 
Directors  are  actually  in  Parliament ;  but  where 
are  the  Members  of  Provincial  Afiembly  that 


are  ? 
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are  ?  Shall  a  Committee  of  Men,  perhaps  at 
moft  not  exceeding  twenty-four,  contain  among 
it  five  or  fix  Parliament  Men,  and  not  a  fingle 
one  be  permitted  for  all  America.  But  he 
fieems  to  reft  the  Strength  of  his  Argument 
upon  this  bare  Aflertion  ot  his  own,  which  he 
would  have  looked  upon  as  an  Axiom,  viz. 
“  That  becaufe  the  whole  Kingdom  is  virtually 
“  reprefented  in  Parliament,  no  Part  of  it  is 
“  a&ually.”  This,  however,  every  one,  at  firft 
Sight  muft  acknowledge  to  be  falie ;  nay,  the 
Regulator  himfelf  does,  when  he  fays,  “  the 
“  Right  of  Elefting  is  confined  to  certain  Fran- 
“  chifes,  &c.”  and  are  not  they  then,  who  have 
this  particular  Right,  particularly  reprefented  ? 
By  what  Right  elfe  does  any  Member  fit  in  the 
Houfe,  but  as  the  Perfon  to  whom  his  Confti- 
tuents  have  entrufted  and  deligated  all  their  own 
Power  and  Intereft ;  If  Boroughs,  &c.  eleft 
their  own  particular  Members  for  particular  as 
well  as  general  Ends,  why  may  not  the  Ame¬ 
ricans?  Shall  Old  Sarum  that  has  not  an  In¬ 
habitant  refiding  in  the  place  lend  two  Mem¬ 
bers  to  Parliament,  and  all  the  American  Co¬ 
lonies  North  and  South,  which  contains  more 
than  two  Millions  of  Inhabitants,  be  debarred 
from  a  fingle  Reprefentation  ?  Shall  the  Co¬ 
lonies  who  are  incorporated  be  denied  a  Repre¬ 
fentation,  which  has  been  offered  to  Leeds,  &c* 
and  refufed  ?  What  have  the  Americans  done 
to  forfeit  their  Birth-right  ?  Why  are  they  ex¬ 
empted  from  taxing  themfelves  by  their  own 
Confent  in  Perfon  or  by  Deputation  ?  Surely  it 
cannot  be,  becaufe  it  is  above  faid,  (p.  109.) 
44  None  are  adtually,35  all  are  virtually  repre¬ 
fented  in  Parliament-,  and  again,  (p.  111.)  46  few 
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**  thpm  are  aftually”  reprefented  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  In  (p.  67.)  the  Author 
doubts,  “  How  far  even  the  Supreme  Govern- 
ment  of  the  Mother  Country  can,  confif- 
tently  with  general  liberty,  proceed  in  laying 
“  Taxes  on  it’s  Colonies,  where  the  Confent  of 
the  People  cannot  in  any  conftitutional  Way 
be  taken  !”  Thefe  palpable  Abfurdities  ought 
and  mult  convince  the  Public,  zealous  as  the 
Author  pretends  to  be  for  their  good,  that  he 
is  not  fo,  but  that  for  fome  finifter  End  he  is 
fo  ftrenuous  for  Stamp  and  other  Colony  Duties, 
which  he  knows  to  be  incompatible  with  their 
Conftitutions ;  therefore  it  is  moft  humbly  hoped, 
that,  though  the  circumftances  of  the  Nation 
be  fo  preffing,  the  Thoughts  of  Colony  Duties 
will  be  given  up,  at  lealt  hill  they  have  a  Repre¬ 
sentation  in  Parliament. 

Here,  fays  Mr.  Otis,  in  his  Proofs  of  the 
Rights  of  the  Colonies,  (p.  56,)  44  can  there 
44  be  any  Liberty  where  Property  is  taken  away 
44  without  Confent  *,  can  it  with  any  Colour  of 
44  Truth,  Juftice  or  Equity  be  affirmed,  that  the 
44  Northern  Colonies  are  reprefented  in  Parlia- 
44  ment.  Has  this  whole  Continent  of  near 
44  three  thoufand  Miles  in  length,  (in  which 
44  and  his  other  American  Dominions,  his  Ma- 
44  jefty  has  or  very  foon  will  have,  fome  Millions 
<c  of  as  good,  loyal,  and  ufeful  fubjecls,  white 
44  and  black,  as  in  the  three  Kingdoms)  the 
44  Ele&ion  of  one  Member  of  the  Houfe  of 
44  Commons,55 

I  have  now  tranfcribed,  confidered,  and  com¬ 
pared  the  moft  material  Arguments  for  and 
ao-ainft  Colony  Duties  (recommended  and  en¬ 
forced  with  fuch  fuperlative  fophiftry)  with 

Mr. 
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Mr  Otis’s  Proof  of  the  colonies  Rights,  and 
Win  with  Mr.  Dummer’s  learned  and  judicious 
Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters  5  and, 
upon  the  whole  find,  the  Admin iftrator  and 
Regulator’s  Plan  of  colony  Duties,  if  earned 
into  Execution,  will  be  attended  with  lo  many 
Difficulties  and  ill  confequences  to  the  T  rade 
of  the  Mother  country  and  her  colonies,  that 
if  the  fum  propoled  could  be  collected  without  ^ 
any  expence,  it  would  be  bed  to  give,them  o\  cr, 
becaufe  it  will  bear  no  proportion  to  the  Injuries 
it  will  create  to  the  1  rade  or  tne  Nation  m 

general.  ,  , 

The  real  and  fubftantial  Intereft  of  the  Mother 

Country  does  mod  certainly  depend  upon  the 
Commercial  Intereft,  Multiplication  of  indus¬ 
trious  Subjects,  Conlumption  of  INI  an  u  fa  ct  u  re  s 
and  Supply  of  thofe  Commodities,  which  lire 
wants  and  may  have  from  her  Colonies and  by 
that  means  make  their  intereft,  the  Cement 
and  Perfection  of  their  Connection,  d  hefe  are 
the  great  Ends  which  all  Men  of  Patriotic 
Principles  have  in  View,  the  arduous  Point  to 
which  all  their  Objeds  ought  to  tend.  Had 
thefe  been  the  Views  of  the  Author  of  the  Ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Colonies,  it  is  thought,  as 
Mr.  Otis’s  Affertion  and  Proofs  of  their  Rights 
were  publilhed  time  enough,  he  would  have  done 
better  if  he  had  replied  to  them,  than  he  did  by 
Printing  his  Regulations  ^  becaule,  as  the  Cale 
now  ftands,  his  general  Arguments  are  and  muft 
be  efteemed  confuted. 

The  Colonies  do  now,  as  Mr.  Dummer  faid 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  Afk  nothing  but  Jul'- 
tice  •,  though  as  their  Circumftances  require  the 
Royal  Grace  it  is  moft  humbly  hoped  it  will 
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be  extended  to  them  in  the  full  and  free  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  Charter  Privileges,  which  were 
granted  as  Premiums  for  fervices  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  and  therefore  ought  and  ever  will  be 
efteemed  and  con  fide  red  as  Grants  for  a  valua¬ 
ble  Confideration.  Whereas  the  Corporations 
and  Franchifes  of  this  Kingdom  were  Ads  of 
Grace  given  upon  Improvements  already  made, 
and  will  ever  be  efteemed  fuch.  The  Connec¬ 
tions  between  the  Mother  Country  and  her 
Colonies  is  illuftrated,  in  Mr.  Dummer’s  Defence 
of  the  Charters,  by  the  Fable  of  the  Belly  and 
Members.  It  would  be  unreafonable,  he  ob- 
ferves,  for  the  Belly  to  grudge  the  Labour  of 
digefting  the  Food  and  difperifing  the  Blood  and 
Jucies  to  the  extreme  Parts,  feeing  they  return 
it  purified  and  exalted  in  the  Circulations. 
There  is  a  clofe  Analogy  between  the  natural 
Body  and  the  Body  Politic ;  as  in  the  one  a  Fin¬ 
ger  can’t  ach,  but  the  whole  Body  feels  it,  fo 
in  the  other,  the  remoteft  Plantation  can’t  decay 
but  the  Nation  muft  fuffer  by  it. 

The  only  Intereft  of  the  People  is  to  thrive 
and  fiourifti  in  their  Trade,  which  is  alfc  the 
true  Intereft  of  the  Crown  becaufe  that  reaps  the 
Profit  of  it. 

The  Intereft  of  Governors  is  not  only  dif- 
tincft  from  that  of  the  Crown  but  extremely  pre¬ 
judicial  to  it. 

The  Trade  of  a  young  Plantation  is  like  a 
tender  Plant,  and  fhould  be  cherifhed  with  the 
fondeft  care  ;  if  it  meets  with  the  very  rough 
Hand  of  Opprefiion,  it  will  foon  die ;  the  pro¬ 
per  Nurfery  for  this  Plant  is  a  free  Government, 
where  the  Laws  are  facred,  Property  fecure,  and 
Juftice  not  only  impartially,  but  expeditioufiy 
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diftributed ;  becaufe  the  Merchant  will  not  ex- 
pofe  his  Eftate  to  the  Seas,  Enemies,  and  other 
Accidents,  if,  after  all,  he  cannot  fecure  it  at 
Home  from  Rapine  and  Violence.  Therefore 
whatever  miutes  the  Trade  of  the  Plantations 
mut  in  Proportion,  aired  Great  Britain,  the 
Source  and  centre  of  their  commerce,  from 
whence  they  have  their  Manufactures,  whither 
they  make  their  Returns,  and  where  all  their 
Superlucration  is  lodged.  The  Blow  then  may 
ftrike  the  Colonies  firft,  but  it  will  come  Horne 
at  laft,  and  fall  heavieft  upon  ourfelves.  (^See 
Dummer’s  Defence  New  England  Charters.) 

Therefore  let  us  avoid  the  Danger,  and  pur- 
fue  the  above  falutary  Maxims,  for  the  Adop¬ 
tion  of  thefe  has  turned  a  Defert  into  a  popu¬ 
lous  country,  and  extended  the  real  and  lubftan- 
tial  Intereft,  the  Trade  and  Navigation,  from 
whence  the  greateft  Wealth  and  Power  of  the 
Britifh  Nation  is  derived.  Thefe  Maxims  ftriCtly 
adhered  to,  the  Colonifts  will  continually  mul¬ 
tiply  and  encreafe,  not  only  their  Inhabitants  and 
the  confumption  of  Britifh  Manufactures,  but 
the  Production  of  Hemp,  Pot-Afh,  and  various 
other  important  Staples,  which  the  Mother 
country  is  obliged  to  buy  with  cafh  of  Foreign¬ 
ers  for  her  Manufactures,  Navy,  &c. 

But  the  Adoption  of  di  tie  rent  Maxims  and 
Regulations  of  commerce,  it  is  much  feared  will 
rather  fupprefs  than  promote  Trade,  and  difunite 
inftead  of  cementing  and  perfecting  the  neceffary 
connection  between  the  colonies  and  their  Mo¬ 
ther  country,  and  will  befides  anfwer  no  one 
good  Purpofe  under  Heaven.  For  the  immediate 
confequences  will  be  Ruin  to  drauC,  Poverty  to 
the  People,  and  DeftruCtion  to  the  Britifh  Ma- 
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nutaftures,  the  North  Americans  being  hereby 
forced  to  make  their  own  eloathing  or  go  naked; 
for  the  Britifh  Merchants  will  not  trull  them 
when  their  Trade  is  ruined;  Neceflity  is  the 
Mother  of  Invention  ;  -and  againft  it  there  can 
be  no  Law  made.  Therefore  every  Man  who  is 
fincerely  interefted  in  thefe  grand  Concerns, 
will  advife  the  Purfuit  of  Mr.  Dummer’s  Max¬ 
ims,  as  the  only  unerring  Principles  which  can 
afford  and  cement  mutual  Love  and  Dependance, 
more  efpecially  if  we  confider  what  perfidious 
and  dangerous  Neighbours  we  have  both  in  the 
French  and  Spaniards,  who  are  at  all  times  Vul¬ 
ture  like,  hovering  over  to  make  a  prey  of  us. 
It  is  therefore  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  every 
plan  will  be  avoided  which  has  even  the  moft 
diftant  profpett  or  remote  Tendency  towards 
creating  Difcontent  or  Uneafinefs  either  at  home 
or  in  the  Colonies,  and  every  one  purfued,  that 
tends  to  Union  and  Harmony,  and  the  Encou¬ 
ragement  of  Trade,  that  efpecially  which  will 
afford  an  Increafe  to  the  Revenue,  and  Eafe  to 
the  Poor.  The  Importation  of  Salt-fiflh,  as  has 
been  hinted  before  from  North  America,  being 
eftablifhed,  will  not  only  yield  a  fpeedier,  but  a 
much  greater  Revenue,  than  the  Molaffes, 
Stamp,  and  all  other  American  Duties,  without 
any  additional  Expence  in  collecting,  befides  the 
double  Advantage  which  will  enfue  in  the  Re¬ 
duction  of  Wages,  and  Confumption  of  Manu¬ 
factures. 

The  Regulations  and  feveral  Taxes  here  pro- 
pofed,  are  ready  to  be  explained,  and  others 
pointed  out,  which  it  is  thought  may  prove  moft 
falutary,  efpecially  as  the  Colonifts  are  too  young 
to  bear  much,  and  not  old  nor  ftrong  enough  to 
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nerfect  the  Staples  of  Pot-Alh,  &c.  without  th* 
Affiftance  of  Bounties,  with  thefe  Advantages, 
^hey  will  be  able  foon  to  bring  the  Ballance  m 
trade  now  againft  us  with  the  Northern  Na- 
Sons  in  our  Favour,  to  which  the  prolubruon  of 
buildino-  any  more  Ships  there  for  Britifli  fubjedts 
will  largely7 contribute.  In  fine,  every  Impedi¬ 
ment  to  the  Growth  of  American  produce  and 
Trade  ought  to  be  removed,  and  every  p  an 
nurfued  tending  to  perpetuate  and  increafe  the 
Benefits  of  the  Colonifts  which  can  no  other  way 
be  effected  than  by  adopting  that  approved  old 
Maxim  which  is  allowed  the  beft,  of  preferv- 
ina  every  thing  upon  the  fame  principles  by 

which  it  was  at  firft  formed. 
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